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INDUSTRY MEMORANDUM  
TO:  Cigarette and Tobacco Licensees 
FROM:  Kansas Department of Revenue 
SUBJECT:  Cigarette and Tobacco Enforcement Team 
DATE:  June 8, 2012 
 
The Kansas Department of Revenue through its Alcoholic Beverage Control, Cigarette 
and Tobacco Enforcement (CATE) team is assigned with the responsibility of enforcing 
the Kansas Cigarette and Tobacco Products Act (K.S.A 79-3301 et seq.), Kansas 
Requirements for  Sale of Cigarettes (K.S.A.50-60a01 et seq.),and  Kansas Fire Safety 
Standards for Cigarettes statutes (K.S.A. 31-601 et seq.),   
 
The objectives of CATE are to: 

 Increase compliance of the state cigarette and tobacco laws, especially to 
underage sales of cigarettes and tobacco products to minors. 

 Maintain compliance of the Synar Amendment. 

 Educate licensees on how to remain in compliance with state cigarette and 
tobacco laws. 

 Ensure compliance with Master Settlement Agreement requirements and its 
components.  

 Achieve voluntary compliance by Kansas consumers who purchase tobacco 
products through the internet, phone, or mail order in paying cigarette excise tax 
and consumers use tax.  

 
Every licensee will be visited regularly by CATE inspectors.  To assist you in 
preparation for these compliance inspections and enforcement visits, we have created a 
checklist to help you verify that your current business practices comply with the Kansas 
Cigarette and Tobacco Products laws.  We encourage you to review the enclosed 
checklist with your management staff and all employees to reduce the risk of any 
administrative actions that may be taken against your license and any criminal charges 
that may be filed against you or your employees.   
 
Effective July 1, 2012, retailers of electronic cigarettes must be licensed by the Kansas 
Department of Revenue.  All laws, rules, and regulations that apply to the sale and 
display of cigarettes apply to e-cigarettes.   
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The priority of CATE is to enforce the laws prohibiting the sale of cigarettes, electronic 
cigarettes, and tobacco products to minors.  Kansas law states that it shall be unlawful 
for any person to sell, furnish, or distribute cigarettes, electronic cigarettes, or tobacco 
products to any person under the age of 18 years of age.  The administrative actions 
that may be taken against the licensee for this violation may include a fine of up to 
$1,000 and suspension or revocation of the cigarette and tobacco license.  The criminal 
penalty for any person convicted of selling, furnishing, or distributing cigarettes, 
electronic cigarettes, or tobacco products to any person under the age of 18 years of 
age is a fine of up to $1,000 or imprisonment for up to one year, or both. 
 
For questions, please visit our website at: http://www.ksrevenue.org/bustaxtypescig.html 
 
For questions about licensing please contact Miscellaneous Tax at (785) 368-8222.  
Select option 5 for Business Taxes, then option 4 for Liquor and Cigarettes.  For 
questions about enforcement issues please contact (785) 296-7015.   
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