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Introduction  

 

Kansas law states that all real property and personal property in this state, not expressly exempt, 

is subject to taxation.  All tangible personal property owned as of January 1
st
 must be listed in the 

name of the owner, with the county appraiser each year for taxation purposes.  The statutory 

definition of personal property is ñé every tangible thing which is the subject of ownership, not 

forming part or parcel of real propertyéò    [K.S.A. 79-101, 79-102, 79-301, 79-303]  

 

 

The Personal Property Valuation Guide is written by the Property Valuation Division in the 

Kansas Department of Revenue.  It is intended to be used by county appraisers as the actual 

personal property valuation guide for the purposes of P.V.D. Directive 98-036, K.S.A. 79-505, 

79-1412a Sixth and K.S.A. 79-1456.  This publication is not all-inclusive and refers to valuation 

information contained in statutes, directives and guidelines. Whenever personal property is 

required to be valued at fair market value, the county appraiser may deviate from the procedures 

shown in this guide, on an individual piece of property, for just cause shown and in a manner 

consistent with achieving fair market value.   [K.S.A. 79-1456] 

 

 

The Personal Property Valuation Guide outlines procedures for valuing each subclass of 

personal property set forth in the Kansas Constitution.  For an overview of laws and procedures 

pertaining to the assessment and taxation of personal property, other than valuation information, 

refer to the Kansas Personal Property Summary publication available on the P.V.D. web site.   

 

 

Personal property guides, directives, memorandums, forms and other related information can be 

accessed through the Divisionôs web site at www.ksrevenue.org/pvd.html .  Kansas statutes and 

other information can be accessed through the Kansas Department of Revenue Policy Library 

link. 

 

 

 

   

http://www.ksrevenue.org/pvd.html
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Real Property v. Personal Property 

 
When valuing property for ad valorem taxation purposes, the appraiser must determine if it 

should be classified as personal property or real property.  Depending on the circumstances and 

the type of property, the classification may not always be easy to determine.  First, the appraiser 

should be aware of the definitions outlined in state law.  K.S.A. 79-102 defines real property and 

personal property in the following manner:  

             

ñThat the terms ñreal property,ò ñreal estate,ò and ñlandò é shall include not only the 

land itself, but all buildings, fixtures, improvements, mines, minerals, quarries, mineral 

springs and wells, rights and privileges appertaining thereto.ò  

  

ñThe term ñpersonal propertyò shall include every tangible thing which is the subject of 

ownership, not forming part or parcel of real propertyéò 

 

The statute defines personal property by exception, and is not always helpful in making a precise 

determination.  For practical purposes, the county appraiser can refer to the Kansas Reappraisal 

Manual for more precise information.  The ñKansas Real and Personal Property Referenceò 

section is a guideline for classifying property in the state of Kansas.  If we all follow it in 

general, we will promote uniformity.  It lists many types of properties and the classification for 

each one. 

  

It is possible that the county appraiser will be faced with a unique situation or property that is not 

addressed in the Kansas Reappraisal Manual.  In that case, the county appraiser shall utilize the 

3-pronged fixture law test set forth in Directive 92-011 to determine whether the property is real 

or personal.  However, if the property is a mobile home or a manufactured home, then the special 

2-pronged test set forth in K.S.A. 79-340 must be used to determine whether the property is real 

or personal.  See Section I in this guide for information on the 2-pronged test used to determine 

whether a mobile home is real or personal.   

 

The Kansas Court of Appeals has applied the 3-pronged fixture law test in a case pertaining to 

the value of property for ad valorem taxation purposes.  In re: Equalization Appeals of Total 

Petroleum, Inc., 28 Kan. App. 2d 295, 16 P.3d 981 (2000).  This case also illustrates a unique 

situation where the 3-pronged fixture law test was applied to determine that massive oil tanks 

and oil refinery towers were real property (contrast the Kansas Reappraisal Manual).  In Total 

Petroleum, the court concluded that the tanks and refinery towers were real property after 

reviewing (1) annexation, (2) adaptability and (3) intent.   

 

The key factors influencing the Total Petroleum court decision included: 

 

1. The massive size of the tanks and towers, and how they were affixed to the land:   

 

 The tanks were built on-site by transporting huge pieces of sheet metal by semi-trucks 

and welding the metal into place until 3ò thick.   
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 The towers were 120ô tall and weighed 175,000 lbs. empty, without trays.  They were 

installed 20ô below ground in concrete and rebar with 1 İò anchor pedestals, and were 

built to withstand 100 mph winds. 

 

2. The tanks and towers were not portable and were never moved. 

 

3. The land on which the tanks and towers were affixed was devoted to the placement of an oil 

refinery.  Some of the property associated therewith, including the towers and tanks at issue, 

were specifically constructed for placement on that particular piece of land.  

  

4. Much of the property (including the tanks and towers) would have to be cut into pieces in 

order to be removed from the land.  Furthermore, the removal would result in environmental 

contamination of the land, which would have to be treated.  

 

 

Three-Pronged Fixture Law Test 

 

The determination of whether property is real or personal must be made on a case-by-case basis.  

The three tests that comprise the three-pronged fixture law test are: (1) annexation; (2) 

adaptability; and (3) intent.  All three tests must be considered. 

 

Annexation to the realty: How is the item under consideration physically annexed to the real 

property?  Would removing the item cause a reduction in the fair market value of the realty?  If 

so, the item may tend to be viewed as part of the real property.  Would the item, once removed, 

require a significant amount of time or cost to restore the realty to its original condition?  If so, 

the item may tend to be viewed as part of the real property. 

 

Adaptation to the realty: In the adaptability test, the focus is on whether the property at 

issue serves the real estate or a production process.  For example, a boiler that heats a building is 

considered real property, but a boiler that is used in the manufacturing process is considered 

personal property. 

 

Intent of owner: Intent is not determined simply by what a person verbally expresses. 

Rather, the courts have stated that it is inferred from the nature of the item affixed; the relation 

and situation of the party making the annexation; the structure and mode of annexation; and the 

purpose or use for which the annexation was made.  In other words, the courts will look back at 

the objective data garnered from the first two tests, or from independent documents (documents 

prepared for purposes other than for a hearing on the issue of whether the property is real or 

personal).  For example, a lease agreement may reveal intent.  The courts look for objective data 

to determine whether the owner of the property at issue intended for it to become part of the real 

property. 

 

When classifying property for assessment purposes, the appraiser should examine all relevant 

factors and criteria.  The information source, its applicability to the Kansas property tax laws and 

whether it can be used as a credible authority on appeal are all relevant factors to consider.   
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EXCERPT FROM THE KANSAS REAPPRAISAL MANUAL  

KANSAS REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY REFERENCE 

 

 

The basic factor for classifying items as real or personal property, are their designed use and 

purpose.  Normally, the land and all permanent structures on the land, all mechanical and other 

features within the structure with a designed use for the safety and comfort of the occupants, and 

all permanent land improvements added for the utilization of the land are considered real estate.   

 

Items directly used for and whose primary purpose is for a, manufacturing process are normally 

considered personal property.  Personal property, by definition, includes all machinery and 

equipment, furniture, fixtures, and inventory.   

 

Other factors which must be given consideration in classifying items as real or personal property 

are the manner in which they are affixed and the intention of the party who affixed them. 

 

The following is a standard reference for the State of Kansas.  It should be recognized that this is 

a general guideline and that specific listed items may vary under certain condition.  When 

questions or uncertainties arise, contact the Division of Property Valuation for clarification.   

 

 

 
IMPROVEMENTS TO LAND NORMALLY CONSIDERED REAL PROPERTY  

 

Ordinarily include:  

Retaining walls, piling and mats for general improvement of the site, private roads, paved areas, 

culverts, bridges, viaducts, subways, tunnels, fencing, reservoirs, dikes, dams, ditches, canals, 

private storm and sanitary sewers, private water lines for drinking, sanitary and fire protection, 

fixed wharves and docks, permanent standard gauge railroad tracks, and yard lighting.   

 

 

 
BULDING COMPONENTS NORMALLY CONSIDERED REAL PROPERTY  

 

Structural and other improvements to buildings, including:  

Foundation, walls, floors, roof, insulation, stairways, catwalks, partitions, loading and unloading 

platforms and canopies, systems designed for occupant comfort such as heating, lighting, air 

conditioning, ventilating, sanitation, fixed fire protection, plumbing and drinking water, elevators 

and escalators. 

 



 

2012 Personal Property Valuation Guide 

Revised 12/2011  Page vi Real Property v. Personal Property 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Category  Item 

 

Building Components  

   Air Conditioning-Central éééééééééé.. Real 

   Air Conditioning-Package with Duct Work ééé. Real 

   Air Conditioning-Wall/Window Unit éééé.é. Personal 

   Cold Storage-Built-In ééééééééééééReal 

   (where they are the primary function of the structure) 

   Cold Storage-Movable (knock down type) ééé.. Personal 

   Cold Storage-Display Type ...éééééééé... Personal 

   Cold Storage-Free Standing ééé...ééééé... Personal 

   Refrigeration Equipment éééééééééé.. Personal 

   Door-Automatic (Magic Carpet) ééééééé.. Real 

   Elevator ééééééééééééééééé. Real 

   Escalator ééééééééééééééééé Real 

   Dumbwaiter ééééééééééééééé.. Real 

   Man Lift ééééééééééééééééé Real 

   Sidewalk Lift ééééééééééééééé. Real 

   Franklin Stove éééééééééééééé... Personal 

   Free Standing Fireplace ééééééééééé Personal 

   Sprinkler System ééééééééééééé.. Real 

   Boiler (used primarily to supply heat for bldg.) é... Real 

   Boiler (used primarily to supply power for mfg.) Personal 

   Machinery and Equipment Covers éééééé... Personal 

   Generator ééééééééééééééé.é. Personal 

   Hopper Scales éééééééééééééé... Personal 

   Loading-Unloading Systems ééééééééé Personal 

 

Yard Items 

Parking Lot Lighting éééééééééééé Real 

   Scale-Platform éééééééééééééé.. Personal 

   Scale-Houses ééééééééééééééé Real 

   Scale-Axle Drive-On éééééééééééé Real 

   Sign-Business (attached to building) éééééé Personal 

   Sign (free standing) éééééééééééé.. Personal 

   Sign-Advertising (billboard) ééééééééé Personal 

   Tower-Radio Station éééééééééééé Personal 

   Tower-Television Station éééééééééé. Personal 

   Tower-Communication (citizens band) ééééé Personal 

   Tower-Cable TV ééééééééééééé... Personal 

   Docks and Bulkheads éééééééééééé Real 

   Fencing (security or privacy) éééééééééReal 

   Trackage éééééééééééééééééReal 

   Tunnel (pedestrian) éééééééééééé.. Real 
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Category  Item 

 

Building Components (continued) 

 

   Incinerator éééééééééééééééé Personal 

   Overhead Walkway éééééééééééé. Real 

   Utility Shed (affixed to slab or foundation) ééé. Real 

   Satellite Dish éééééééééééééé... Personal 

 

Special Items 

   Batch Plant-Structure ééééééééééé.. Real 

   Batch Plant-Equipment éééééééééé.... Personal 

   Portable Standing Building & Yard Item éééé. Personal 

   Silo ééééééééééééééééééé Real 

   Tank-Storage ééééééééééé...ééé. Personal 

   Tank-Used in Processing éééééééééé. Personal 

   Grain Elevator éééééééééééééé. Real 

   Wind Generator éééééééééééééé Personal 

   Solar Energy Panel éééééééééééé... Real 

   Windmill éééééééééééééééé.. Personal 

 

Automotive Services  

 Pump ééééééééééééééééé... Personal 

   Tank-Above Ground, Vertical éééééééé. Personal 

   Tank-Above Ground, Horizontal ééééééé. Personal 

   Tank-Underground éééééééééééé.. Personal 

   Lift éééééééééééééééééé... Personal 

   Compressor ééééééééééééééé. Personal 

   Service Station Yard Lighting éééééééé.. Real 

 

Banks  

 Vault éééééééééééééééééé. Real 

   Vault Door éééééééééééééééé Real 

   Safe Deposit Box ééééééééééééé. Personal 

   Counter ééééééééééééééééé Personal 

   Night Depository ééééééééééééé. Real 

   Window-Drive-In ééééééééééééé. Real 

   Window-Walk-Up ééééééééééééé Real 

   Window-Tellervue éééééééééééé... Personal 

   Surveillance System ééééééééééé.... Personal 

   Safe-Built-In ééééééééééééééé. Real 

   Safe-Moveable éééééééééééééé.. Personal 

   Money Machine or Mini Bank ééééééé.é Personal 
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Category  Item 

 

Beauty & Barber Shops 

 Basins & Sinks (used in conjunction w/ business) éReal 

   Toilet Room Facility éééééééééééé. Real 

 

Bowling Lanes 

 Lane and Return ééééééééééééé... Personal 

   Pinspotter éééééééééééééééé. Personal 

 

Car Washes 

   Equipment éééééééééééééééé Personal 

   Related Plumbing, Piping & Wiring éééééé. Real 

 

Dry Cleaners 

   Permanent Type Heating éééééééééé. Real 

 

Restaurants and Bars  

 Sink (used in conjunction w/ business) ééééé Real 

   Equipment ééééééééééééééé.... Personal 

 

Indoor Theatres 

  Equipment ééééééééééééééé... Personal 

   Seats éééééééééééééééééé Personal 

 

Outdoor Theaters 

  Screen ééééééééééééééééé.. Real 

   Speaker, Post, Underground Wiring ééééé... Personal 

   Concession Stand & Other Permanent Bldgs. éé. Real 

 

Trailers 

   Recreational Vehicle ééééééééééé... Personal 

   Mobile Home éééééééééééééé.. Personal 

   (in mobile home park or on leased or rented land) 

   Mobile Home ééééééééééééééé Real 

   (on permanent foundation on private lot) 

 

Trailer Parks 

   Laundry Building, Bath House, Swimming Pool é. Real 

   Sewer Systems, Water Piping éééééééé.. Real 

   Poles and Lighting ééééééééééééé Real 

   Walk, Driveway and Parking Areas éééééé. Real 

 

Swimming Pools 

  Inground ééééééééééééééééé Real 

   Above Ground, Prefabricated éééééééé... Personal 
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Category  Item 

 

Commercial Greenhouses 

 Plastic on Framing ééééééééééééé Real 

   Heating System éééééééééééééé Real 

 

Apartments 

   Carpeting (installed and attached) ééééééé Real 

   Built-Ins (ranges, dishwashers, garbage disposals) .. Real 

 

Photo Booths 

   Photomat, Shutterbug, etc. (portable kiosk) ééé. Personal 

 

Docks  

   Leveler ééééééééééééééééé.. Real 

 

Oil Bulk & Refining Plants 

 Oil Storage Tanks ééééééééééééé. Personal 

   Piping (above ground) ééééééééééé.. Personal 

   Loading Rack (frame and canopy)ééééééé Real 

 

Craneways 

   Integrated with Building Structure éééééé.. Real 

   Independent of Building Structure éééééé.. Personal 

   Crane Motor and Mechanism éééééééé.. Personal 
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Personal Property Classification and Assessment 

 

Kansas property tax law requires that all property be taxed uniformly and equally as to class, and 

unless otherwise specified, be valued at its fair market value as of January 1
st
.  Article 11, 

Section 1 of the Kansas Constitution places real property and personal property into separate 

classes.  Class 2 is tangible personal property.  Tangible personal property is further classified 

into six subclasses and assessed at the following percentages of value.   

 

Class/Subclass   Property Type         Assessment %  
 

      2.01  Mobile homes used for residential purposes.   11.5%   

 

      2.02  Mineral leasehold interests,     30%  

   except oil leasehold interests the average daily    

   production from which is five barrels or less,     

   and natural gas leasehold interests the average     

   daily production from which is 100 mcf or less.   25%   

 

      2.03  Public utility tangible personal property including   

   inventories thereof, except railroad personal      

   property, including inventories thereof, which     

   shall be assessed at the average rate all other      

   commercial and industrial property is assessed.  33%   

 

      2.04  All categories of motor vehicles not defined and      

   specifically valued and taxed pursuant to law      

   enacted prior to *January 1, 1985.  [*motor vehicles 

   valued under K.S.A. 79-5100 series]     30%  

 

      2.05  Commercial and industrial machinery and     

   equipment, which, if its economic life is seven    

   years or more, shall be valued at its retail cost     

   when new less seven-year straight-line depreciation.    

   Or which, if its economic life is less than seven    

   years, shall be valued at its retail cost when new    

   less straight-line depreciation over its economic life,    

   except that, the value so obtained for such property,    

   notwithstanding its economic life and as long as    

   such property is being used, shall not be less than     

   20% of the retail cost when new of such property.   25%   

 

      2.06  All other tangible personal property not otherwise    

   specifically classified.      30%   
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Listing Personal Property: Due Date and Location (Situs) 
 

Every person, association, company or corporation who owns, holds or controls any tangible 

personal property, is required by law to list their property for assessment with the county 

appraiser on or before March 15
th
 of each year.  When the due date falls on a day other than a 

regular business day, the listing is considered timely filed if it is filed on the next following 

business day. Oil and gas property must be filed on or before April 1
st
 of each year.  As a general 

rule, all tangible personal property is listed in the taxing district where the property is located on 

the first day of January, except for:  [K.S.A 79-301, 79-303, 79-306, 79-332a] 

 

 
(a) Tangible personal property owned by a Kansas resident that is stationed, located or stored on any 

municipal airport or airfield is listed and taxed in the taxing district where the owner resides.  If 
the owner is not a resident of Kansas or of the county in which the property is located, then the 

property is listed where it is located.   

 

(b) Motor vehicles being used by a student attending a university or college and owned by such 
student or another person, are listed in the taxing district where the owner resided on January 1

st
.   

 

(c) The tangible personal property of banks, bankers, brokers, merchants, insurance or other 
companies (except mutual fire insurance companies) is listed in the taxing district where their 

business is usually done.   

 
(d) The tangible personal property of manufactories or mines is listed in the taxing district where the 

manufactories or mines are located.   

 

(e) Personal property in transit is listed in the taxing district where the owner resides unless it is 
intended for a particular business and then it is listed in the taxing district where the business is to 

be transacted.   
      [K.S.A. 79-304] 

 

 

On or before January 1, the county appraiser will provide assessment forms for the general 

public to list their personal property for assessment.  The county appraiser may grant the 

property owner an extension to file if the owner submits a request in writing on or before the 

March 15
th
 deadline, stating just and adequate reasons for the extension.           

 [K.S.A. 79-1457] 

 

 

When personal property is not filed with the county appraiser by the filing deadline (or the 

extended deadline if applicable), a filing penalty is applied to the assessed value of the property.  

Refer to the ñPersonal Property Filing Penaltiesò section in this guide for more information about 

filing penalties.   
 [KSA 79-1422] 
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2.01 Mobile and Manufactured Homes 

 

Personal property appraisers follow the same sequence of activities that real property appraisers 

follow.  They must locate the property, inspect it, identify its use for taxation purposes, 

determine whether the property qualifies for any exemptions and value the property.  In addition 

to discovering and valuing manufactured homes, the county appraiser must also determine the 

ownership of the home.   

 

A mobile home is defined as a structure that is transportable in one or more sections which, in 

its traveling mode, is at least 8 feet wide and at least 36 feet long; is built on a permanent chassis; 

designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation; connected to utilities; 

and includes plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems. Mobile homes built in 

1976 or prior were not subject to federal manufactured home construction and safety standards.  
 [K.S.A. 58-4202] 

A manufactured home is defined as a structure that is transportable in one or more sections, 

which, in its traveling mode, is at least 8 feet wide and at least 40 feet long; is built on a 

permanent chassis; designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation; 

connected to utilities; and includes plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems. 

Manufactured homes built after 1976 are subject to federal manufactured home construction and 

safety standards. [K.S.A. 58-4202] 

 

The homes being built today fall under the definition of a ñmanufactured homeò.  However, for 

purposes of this guide the term ñmanufactured homeò shall include mobile homes.  

Manufactured homes discussed in this guide should not be confused with modular homes 

which are also built in modules (sections) in an environmentally controlled factory but are not 

built on a permanent chassis. 

 

Owners of manufactured homes are required by law to furnish a listing of each manufactured 

home they own or have in their possession, to the county appraiser in the county where the home 

is located.  In addition to the owner listing the home, any owner, lessee or operator of any 

manufactured home park, or the owner of any land in which one or more manufactured homes 

are located on, is required to furnish a listing of all manufactured homes located in the park or on 

the land, as of January 1
st
  to the county appraiser.        [K.S.A. 79-335, 79-336] 

 

In order to value the home accurately, the appraiser should physically inspect the property.  It 

will be necessary to measure the outside of the home, determine the CDU, physical condition 

and the quality rating.  Also make note of any special features of the home; such as: porches, 

carports, or other buildings (sheds/garages), the type of foundation (if any), etc.  When possible 

the appraiser should also confirm the year, make and model of the home with the owner.  Like 

stick built dwellings, manufactured homes will have components and they will be entered on the 

residential component page located under the manufactured home tab on the Orion CAMA tree.  

The counties can find the guidelines for listing residential manufactured homes in the Orion 

Residential/Agricultural Data Collection manual. (PVD course 110421)  The Orion CAMA 

program is designed to list and value both real and personal property manufactured homes.  

There is a discussion on determining if a manufactured home is real or personal property under 

the ñClassifying of Manufactured Homesò section of this guide.          
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Discovery of Manufactured Homes 
 

The county appraiser has the duty to list and appraise all tangible personal property within the 

county.  When the appraiser discovers, lists, and values personal property in a timely manner, it 

1) promotes accurate reporting by the taxpayer thus avoiding penalties; 2) assures uniform and 

equal treatment of property owners and 3) also assures that all taxable personal property is 

placed on the tax roll to fulfill the statutory duties imposed upon the county appraiser. The 

discovery of personal property can be difficult for the appraiser because the property is movable.  

Since many personal property owners are not aware of the reporting requirements or choose not 

to obey them, the appraiser must rely on other methods for the discovery of personal property 

located in the county.            [K.S.A. 79-1411b] 

 

 

Below is a list of primary sources used for the discovery of manufactured homes.  County 

appraisers may be aware of other sources of information that can be used to supplement this list.  

Several sources are necessary to cross check and update information since personal property 

information becomes outdated quickly and no single source provides flawless information.  

 

Á Title and registration applications - available through the county treasurerôs office for 

newly acquired manufactured homes. 

 

Á Manufactured/Mobile home listings - furnished by the park owner or operator.  Kansas 

law requires park owners or operators to furnish the county appraiser with a list of all 

manufactured homes located in their parks each year.   [K.S.A. 79-336, 79-337] 

 

Á Taxpayer renditions - required to be filed each year with the county appraiser by March 

15th.  This is a list of all personal property owned by, leased, or in the possession of a 

taxpayer as of January 1 of the year.    [K.S.A. 79-301, 79-306]  

 

Á Building permits - required to locate or relocate manufactured homes within the county.   

 

Á Data collection records - provided by real property appraisers that contain information 

about manufactured homes located on privately owned county parcels.     

 

Á Annual canvass - one of the best ways to discover manufactured homes.  An annual 

canvass allows the appraiser to inspect the property in order to verify the accuracy of the 

information the owner submits on the rendition.  This on-site inspection also allows the 

appraiser to gather information on porches, decks, carports, sheds, or any other personal 

property that should be valued with the home.   

 

Á Communication with other counties - allows the appraiser to verify situs dates and to 

ensure that a manufactured home has been listed on the proper appraisal roll.   

 

Á Video Imaging ï allows the county appraiser to retain an electronic inventory of property 

within the county, which can be produced for review in an appeal process. 
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Classifying Manufactured Homes 
 

Kansas law states that all manufactured homes are considered to be personal property unless: 

 

1) The title to the home is in the same name of the person (or spouse of the person) who holds 

title to the land the home is located on,  
 

  and  
 

2) The home is on a permanent foundation, the type not removable intact from the real 

property.   
     

 [K.S.A. 79-340] 

 

 

If the manufactured home is determined to be real property, it should be valued in the Orion 

Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) program.  If it is determined to be personal 

property, it should be classed into one of the following subclasses of personal property as 

outlined in the Kansas Constitution, and valued accordingly.  

 

Á Subclass 2.01 ï Manufactured homes used for residential purposes.  Homes in this subclass 

are valued at market value and assessed at 11.5%.  Residentially classed manufactured 

homes are listed / valued on schedule 1 of the rendition.  The value can be adjusted in a 

manner that is consistent with achieving market value.  Also included as residential ñall 

land and improvements whether or not contiguous to the land accommodating a dwelling or 

home used to store household goods and personal effects not used for the production of 

income.ò  (K.S.A. 79-1459(e))  Residential personal property manufactured homes will be 

valued in the Orion CAMA program or other personal property programs that use or 

replicate the values from the Marshall & Swift residential cost estimator. 

 

Á Subclass 2.05 ï Manufactured homes used for commercial purposes.  Homes in this 

subclass are valued at their retail cost when new less a straight-line depreciation (the same 

as machinery and equipment) and assessed at 25%.  Commercially classed manufactured 

homes are listed / valued on schedule 5 of the rendition.  The value cannot be adjusted for 

condition or obsolescence.  Refer to the ñCommercial/Industrial Machinery and 

Equipmentò Section of this guide for valuation procedures.      

 

Á Subclass 2.06 ï Manufactured homes not elsewhere classified (ñOtherò).  Homes in this 

subclass are valued at market value and assessed at 30%.  Manufactured homes not 

elsewhere classified (ñOtherò) are listed/valued on schedule 6 of the rendition. The value 

can be adjusted in a manner that is consistent with achieving market value.   Refer to the 

ñOther Personal Property Not Elsewhere Classifiedò Section of this guide for valuation 

procedures. 
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Valuing Residential Manufactured Homes  
 

Manufactured homes that are classified as personal property and used for residential purposes are 

to be valued in the same manner as real property manufactured homes. All manufactured homes 

used for residential purposes are valued at market value and assessed at 11.5%. Typically, 

market value of manufactured homes is achieved by determining the Replacement Cost New 

Less Depreciation (RCNLD).  As stated before, residential personal property manufactured 

homes will be valued in the Orion CAMA program or other personal property programs that use 

or replicate the values from the Marshall & Swift residential cost estimator.  However, other 

appraisal methods commonly used to determine the market value of residential homes can also 

be used to determine market value of manufactured homes.  Manually valuing manufactured 

homes is no longer an option. 

 
       [K.S.A. 79-340, 79-1439] 

   

 

 Depreciation Options in Orion 

 

To ensure accurate values using RCNLD, the county must apply accrued depreciation which 

measures ñdiminished utilityò of the manufactured home in its current condition and location.  

This is accomplished in Orion by using a single comprehensive rating of accrued 

depreciation which is CDU.  The CDU assigned to a manufactured home will encompass all 

causes of depreciation, i.e. physical, functional and locational or economic.  

 

Each county is responsible for developing its own depreciation for manufactured homes.  The 

depreciation schedules are based on the sales of manufactured homes within the county.  If 

the county does not have sufficient documented valid sales for an accurate depreciation 

study, then the county should consider these options: 

 

 Contact neighboring counties or similar sized counties within their region, and use those 

countiesô sales to supplement their own depreciation study. 

And/or 

 Test depreciation from nationally recognized manufactured housing cost guides for 

accuracy in your regional market. 

 

PVD offers the course, Orion Residential Deprecation, to help county appraisers develop 

accurate depreciation.  

  

For a more detailed discussion of depreciation within Orion, see PVDôs Orion Residential / 

Agricultural Data Collections, manual, (PVD course 110421) starting on page 187. 
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2.02 Mineral Leasehold Interests (Oil and Gas)  

 

For purposes of taxation, oil and gas leases, oil and gas wells, all casing, tubing and other 

equipment and materials used in operating oil and gas wells are considered personal property.  

The Kansas Constitution classifies personal property that qualifies as Mineral Leasehold 

Interests (oil and gas) into Class 2, Subclass 2 (2.02) for property tax purposes.         
  

 [Ks. Constitution Art.11Sec. 1; K.S.A. 79-1439(2); K.S.A. 79-329] 

 

 

Oil and gas interests are valued at market value and assessed at 30%, except oil leasehold 

interests with an average daily production of five barrels or less and natural gas leasehold 

interests with an average daily production of 100 mcf or less, shall be assessed at 25%.      
  

 [Ks. Constitution Art.11Sec. 1; K.S.A. 79-1439(2)] 

 

 

Kansas law requires oil and gas property to be listed annually with the county appraiser on or 

before April 1
st
.   Oil or gas property not filed with the county appraiser by the April 1

st
 deadline 

must have a filing penalty applied to the assessed value. The penalty for late filing is 5% per 

month up to a maximum of 25%.  The penalty for failure to file is 50%.   If an extension from the 

filing date is needed, a written request for an extension must be filed with the county appraiser 

prior to the April 1
st
 deadline.   [K.S.A. 79-332a]    

 

 

Oil Rendition Forms and Gas Rendition Forms, available from the county appraiserôs office, are 

designed to allow taxpayers to provide specific information necessary for the county appraiser to 

determine the value of the oil and gas property.  Due to the complex process for valuing oil and 

gas leasehold interests, the Division of Property Valuation issues a Kansas Oil and Gas 

Appraisal Guide that is separate from this guide.  Therefore, the oil and gas appraisal process 

will not be addressed in this guide.  [K.S.A. 79-1457] 

 

 

The Kansas Oil and Gas Appraisal Guide and the Oil and Gas Rendition Forms are available on 

the PVD web site at www.ksrevenue.org/pvd.htm, or from the Kansas Department of Revenue, 

Property Valuation Division at (785) 296-2365.    
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2.03 Public Utilities  

 

For property tax purposes, the personal property of railroads and companies that qualify as a 

public utility as defined in K.S.A. 79-5a01 is classified within the Public Utility subclass of 

personal property. The Kansas Constitution classifies personal property that qualifies as Public 

Utility property into Class 2, Subclass 3 (2.03).  Public Utility  property is listed on the ñAnnual 

Rendition to the Kansas Department of Revenue Division of Property Valuationò.  The annual 

rendition must be filed with the Division of Property Valuation (PVD) on or before March 20 of 

each year. Property in the public utility subclass is valued based upon the fair market value of the 

ñunitò and it is assessed at 33%. 
 [Ks. Constitution Art.11Sec. 1; K.S.A. 79-1439(2); K.S.A. Chapter 79-article5a] 

 

 

Personal property that is assessed in the public utility subclass includes vehicles which are 

registered through the county. Proof of property tax assessment by the state (PVD) is required 

whenever a state-assessed public utility vehicle is titled or registered through the county.  The 

taxpayerôs stamped copy of schedule 10b of the Annual Rendition or the ñDeclaration of State 

Assessment for Newly Acquired Vehicleò from PVD provides the county with evidence that the 

vehicle is state-assessed.  Vehicles with proof of state assessment will have a class code 900 

(Public Utility) on the registration. Whenever evidence of state assessment by PVD can not be 

shown, the county should assess the vehicle(s) for property tax purposes. 
 [K.S.A. 8-173(2), 79-5a05] 

 

 

The Division of Property Valuation (PVD) in the Kansas Department of Revenue appraises 

property owned by public utilities and railroads.  Therefore, procedures for the valuation and 

assessment of property in the Public Utility  subclass will not be addressed in this guide.   For 

more information regarding state appraised public utilities and railroads, contact the Division of 

Property Valuation at (785) 296-2365 or visit the PVD web site at www.ksrevenue.org/pvd.htm.  
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2.04 Motor Vehicles  

 

The statutory definition of a ñmotor vehicleò requires the vehicle to be a device that is self-

propelled, in which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon a public highway.  

It does not include motorized bicycles, motorized wheelchairs; devices moved by human power, 

or devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.              [K.S.A. 8-126 (a), (b)] 

  

 

The Kansas Constitution places qualifying motor vehicles into Class 2, Subclass 4 (2.04).  Motor 

vehicles in the ñMotor Vehicleò subclass, referred to as ñtax rollò motor vehicles are listed on a 

tangible personal property assessment form (rendition) pursuant to K.S.A. 79-300 series. 
 

 

Tax Roll motor vehicles are registered with a tag weight of 24,000 lbs. or more, or titled as a 

non-highway motor vehicle. Tax roll motor vehicles are reported on schedule 4a of the county 

personal property assessment form in the county where the vehicle is located on the assessment 

date (typically January 1).  The property tax value of the vehicle is the fair market value, which 

can be adjusted for condition if the vehicle was damaged. The taxes are paid in arrear for the 

calendar year.     [K.S.A. 79-306d] 
 

 

 

Other categories of motor vehicles, which are not classified within the ñTax Roll Motor 

Vehicleò subclass for purposes of personal property taxation in Kansas, include: 
 

Á Taxed When Tagged motor vehicles are registered with a tag weight of 12,000 lbs. or less. 

The property tax value of the vehicle is a formula-driven value, which is not adjusted for 

condition, mileage, etc. The property taxes are calculated through the state Vehicle 

Information Processing System (VIPS) in the county treasurerôs office, and must be pre-paid 

at time of registration in the county where the vehicle is registered.      [K.S.A. 8-126, 79-5101-5107] 
 

 

Á 16M/20M motor vehicles have a gross vehicle weight which is greater than 12,000 lbs. but 

less than 20,001 lbs and are generally registered with a tag weight of 16,000 lbs. or 20,000 

lbs. The 16M/20M motor vehicles are reported on schedule 4b of the county personal 

property assessment form in the county where the vehicle is located on the assessment date 

(typically January 1). The property tax value of the vehicle is a formula-driven value, which 

is not adjusted for condition, mileage, etc.  The taxes are paid in arrear for the calendar year.   
 [K.S.A. 79-5105a]  

 

Á RV-Titled Recreational Vehicles include motor homes, campers and travel trailers that 

meet the statutory requirements for registering the vehicle with a Kansas RV-title.  The 

property tax value of the RV-titled vehicle is based upon the weight and age of the vehicle.  

The property taxes are calculated through the state Vehicle Information Processing System 

(VIPS) in the county treasurerôs office, and must be pre-paid at time of registration in the 

county where the vehicle is registered.      
  [K.S.A. 79-5118-5121] 
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Á State Assessed motor vehicles are registered with the Kansas Corporation Commission 

(KCC) or the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) to operate under a ñhaul for hireò 

authority. Motor vehicles that belong to a public utility or railroad are also state assessed.  

State assessed motor vehicles are reported to the Property Valuation Division (PVD) in the 

Kansas Department of Revenue on the Kansas Motor Carrier Property Tax Rendition or on 

the Annual Rendition used by public utilities or railroads.   [K.S.A. 79-6a01-6a03] 

 

 

Á Rental Excise Tax motor vehicles are leased or rented for a period of time not exceeding 28 

days.  Qualifying vehicles, which have an excise tax imposed upon the gross receipts at a rate 

of 3.5 percent, are processed through the Kansas Department of Revenue.     [K.S.A. 79-5117] 

 

 

Á Exempt motor vehicles must have been granted an exemption from personal property 

taxation in Kansas by the appropriate granting authority. 
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Valuation Summary for Taxable Vehicles 
 

The manner in which a vehicle is registered typically determines how the vehicle is valued and 

taxed for property taxation in Kansas.  Therefore, it is possible for the same motor vehicle to be 

valued and taxed in several different ways depending upon how it is registered.  

  

The gross weight of the vehicle is used to determine the registration weight for the vehicle tag.  

For motor vehicle registration purposes, ñgross weightò includes the total weight of the truck, 

truck cargo and the weight of the trailer and trailer cargo.  For example, a motor vehicle 

registered with a 12M tag can pull or carry a gross weight up to 12,000 pounds.   For purposes of 

this guide, the letter ñMò will be used to represent ñthousandò when referring to a tag registration 

weight (12M=12,000 lbs.).   

 

 

ñTaxed when taggedò motor vehicle values, which are based on a formula presented in the 

Kansas statutes, are not adjusted for condition, mileage, etc. of the vehicle.  The taxes, which are 

pre-paid at the time of registration, are payable to the county where the vehicle can be legally 

registered according to state motor vehicle registration statutes.  ñTaxed when taggedò motor 

vehicle property taxes are for a ñregistration yearò and can be prorated through the state Vehicle 

Information Processing System (VIPS).  The registration year is determined by the first letter of 

the primary ownerôs name as shown on the vehicle title.  Each letter of the alphabet is assigned a 

specific month in which the vehicle must be registered each year.  The taxes are paid in advance 

for a twelve-month period beginning with the first day of the month following the assigned 

registration month.  Refer to the chart below for the registration months.    [K.S.A. 79-5100 series]  

 
First Letter of Last Name  Registration Renewal Month    

  
 A     February     

 B     March       

 C, D     April       
 E, F, G     May       

 H, I      June       

 J, K, L      July       

 M, N, O     August      
 P, Q, R      September      

 S     October     

 T, V, W     November      
 U, X, Y, Z     December     

 

 

ñTax rollò motor vehicles are appraised at fair market value and the value can be adjusted for 

condition if the vehicle is wrecked or damaged.  ñTax rollò motor vehicles are assessed at a rate 

of 30%.  The vehicles are listed annually on the county personal property assessment form 

(rendition).  The property taxes, which are payable to the county in which the vehicle had its tax 

situs on the assessment date, are paid in arrear for the calendar year. ñTax rollò motor vehicles 

can be prorated onto or off of the tax roll when they are purchased or sold.  
  [K.S.A. 79-306d]
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16M/20M motor vehicle valuation and taxation is a unique process because the procedures used 

are a  combination of those used  in the valuation and taxation of both ñtaxed when taggedò and 

ñtax rollò motor vehicles.  Motor vehicles that are registered with a 16M or 20M tag are valued 

in the same manner as ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles, using the same mill levy and 

assessment rate.  However, the tax year, situs requirements, penalties, proration rules, reporting 

requirements and billing procedures are the same as ñtax rollò motor vehicles.    [K.S.A. 79-5105a] 

 

 

Truck beds for chassis cab motor vehicles are classified and valued separately from the motor 

vehicle.  A ñchassis cabò motor vehicle is a vehicle that has a frame (chassis) with wheels and a 

cab.  Chassis cab motor vehicles are considered complete vehicles and can be driven on the 

highways without a bed.  Therefore, the bed values are not included in the truck values.  Truck 

beds that are for personal use are classified within the ñOtherò subclass of personal property.  

Refer to the ñOther Personal Property Not Elsewhere Classifiedò section of this guide for 

valuation procedures.  Truck beds used for commercial purposes are classified within the 

ñCommercialò subclass of personal property.  Refer to the ñCommercial/Industrial Machinery 

and Equipmentò section of this guide for valuation procedures. Truck beds on ñchassis cabò 

motor vehicles are not prorated onto or off of the tax roll when the truck they are on is purchased 

or sold during the year.  ñPenton Business Media Inc.ò publishes the Truck Body Blue Book, 

which lists many different types of truck beds.  This resource may be used to help determine the 

value of a truck bed.   

 

 

Truck bodies for ñincomplete,ò ñstripped,ò or ñchassis onlyò motor vehicles are considered 

part of the motor vehicle and the appropriate body value is added to the chassis value when 

determining a class code or market value for the vehicle.  Incomplete, stripped, or chassis only 

vehicles have a frame (chassis) with wheels only.  They can not be driven on the highways 

because they are not considered ñmotor vehiclesò in Kansas until the body is added.  The most 

common examples of stripped, incomplete or chassis only vehicles are step vans (UPS trucks), 

RV and commercial cutaways (small transport buses, ambulances or special delivery vehicles), 

and school buses.  The vehicle identification number will indicate whether a vehicle is a chassis 

cab or an incomplete, stripped, or chassis only vehicle.    

 

 

Trailers used for personal use are classified within the other subclass of personal property and 

are valued at market value and assessed at 30%.  Refer to the ñOther Personal Property Not 

Elsewhere Classifiedò section of this guide for valuation procedures.     

 

 

Trailers used for commercial purposes are classified within the commercial subclass of 

personal property and are valued the same as other machinery and equipment and assessed at 

25%.  Refer to the ñCommercial/Industrial Machinery and Equipmentò section of this guide for 

valuation procedures.    
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Vehicle Identification Numbers  
 

The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) identifies a vehicle.  Each digit or group of digits 

describes specific characteristics about the vehicle.  Vehicles produced in 1981 and later will 

have seventeen (17) digits in the VIN.  Prior to 1981, there was no consistency as to how the 

manufacturers generated vehicle identification numbers.   

 

The VIN for a 1981 or newer model will indicate the following information.   

 

Á The 1
st
 through 3

rd
 digits indicate the country where the vehicle was manufactured, the 

manufacturer and the type of vehicle (auto, truck, incomplete or stripped chassis, etc.).  

 

Á The 4
th
 through 8

th
 digits are specific vehicle characteristics (coupe, sedan, number of 

doors, GVW, engine type, 4-wheel drive, etc).  

 

Á The 9
th
 digit is the ñcheckò digit (used by manufacturers and dealers to verify the VIN is 

valid).   

 

Á The 10
th
 digit is the model year of the vehicle (see chart below).   

 

Á The 11
th
 through 17

th
 digits indicate the serial number of the vehicle and the manufacturing 

plant.    

 

 

 

Below is an example of the VIN breakdown for a 1999 Ford F150, XLT series pickup. 

 
 1 ï 3        4 ï 8    9  10     11 ï 17  

1FT   DX18E  0   X  H123456 

    
          USA, FORD            5001-6000 LBS. GWV       CHECK DIGIT        1999 MODEL     LORAINE, OHIO PLANT 
 TRUCK COMPLETE       F150, 4X4, SUPERCAB              SERIAL NUMBER   
        4.0 LITRE, V-6 ENGINE        
  

 

VIN Model Year Codes (10
th
 digit) 

 

1980 = A  1988 = J  1996 = T  2004 = 4 2012 = C 

1981 = B  1989 = K  1997 = V  2005 = 5 2013 = D 

1982 = C  1990 = L  1998 = W  2006 = 6 2014 = E 

1983 = D  1991 = M  1999 = X  2007 = 7 2015 = F 

1984 = E  1992 = N  2000 = Y  2008 = 8 2016 = G 

1985 = F  1993 = P  2001 = 1   2009 = 9 2017 = H 

1986 = G  1994 = R  2002 = 2  2010 = A 2018 = J 

1987 = H  1995 = S  2003 = 3  2011 = B 2019 = K 
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The VINs of some manufacturers break down the description to include the series or model 

package.  However, many do not.  The Ford VIN shown in the previous example does not 

indicate the truck is an XLT series. Therefore, it is up to the county to determine the model 

package.  This can be done by asking the owner, viewing the information on the ownerôs 

paperwork from the dealership, or by contacting the dealership directly.  In most cases, if the 

VIN does not indicate the series or model package, it will not be listed on the title or the 

manufacturerôs certificate of origin. 

 

 

NOTE: The VIN will never contain the letters I, O, and Q. The model year identifier (10
th
 digit) 

will never contain the number zero or the letters I, O, Q, U or Z.  Letters and numbers are 

occasionally switched in error.  Such as the letter S and the number 5, the letter B and the 

number 8, the letter D and the number 0, the letter Z and the number 2, and the letters F and P.  

Sometimes a digit is left out completely, so make sure there are 17 digits in the VIN if the 

vehicle is a 1981 or newer model.   

 

 

The Property Valuation Division (PVD) receives information on vehicle identification numbers 

from the manufacturers.  Penton Business Media Inc. publishes the Vehicle Identification Book 

and provides it as a supplement to the Truck Blue Book.  Another resource for breaking down 

VINs is the Passenger Vehicle Identification Manual published by the National Insurance Crime 

Bureau.   For more information about ordering these publications, you may contact the PVD 

Personal Property Section at (785) 296-2365.   
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Taxed When Tagged Motor Vehicles  
 

The term ñtaxed when taggedò simply means the property tax must be paid whenever a motor 

vehicle is registered and tagged for use on Kansas highways.   Motor vehicles registered with a 

gross weight of 12,000 lbs. or less and recreational vehicles with a Kansas RV-Title are ñtaxed 

when taggedò motor vehicles. The ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles taxes must be prepaid to 

the county where the motor vehicle can be legally registered. The vehicle taxes are for a 

ñregistration yearò, which consists of a number of months in the current calendar year and a 

number of months in the upcoming calendar year to equal 12 months. The registration year is 

determined by the first letter of the primary ownerôs name as shown on the vehicle title. The 

property taxes are calculated through the Vehicle Information Processing System (VIPS) in the 

county treasurerôs office.    In counties where the appraiserôs office does not have access to the 

VRF files in VIPS, the county treasurerôs office can print them a hard copy of the VRF files. The 

VRF files are updated on an ongoing basis, and should be printed after each download is 

completed. 

 

The ñtaxed when taggedò system, which was implemented in 1981, created a classification 

system for the property taxation of certain motor vehicles.  The system classifies each motor 

vehicle based on the value of the vehicle when ñfirst offered for sale as newò, hereafter referred 

to as ñtrade-in valueò. Each vehicle is assigned a class code which is determined by the value 

range in which the ñtrade-in valueò falls (refer to the class code charts on pages 15 and 16).  The 

class code remains the same for the life of the vehicle.  The ñmidpoint valueò (middle) of the 

class code value range is depreciated 15% per year.  The ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicle 

value, which is based on a formula presented in the Kansas statutes, is not adjusted for condition, 

mileage, etc. of the vehicle.  The property tax can be prorated for the number of months the 

vehicle is owned in the registration year.   

 

 ñTaxed when taggedò motor vehicles registered with a gross weight of 12,000 lbs. include 

passenger cars, vans, light-duty trucks, sport utility vehicles, and motorcycles.  Camping trailers, 

travel trailers, and motor homes that qualify for a ñKansas RV-Titleò are also ñtaxed when 

taggedò vehicles.   However, the property taxes for RV-titled vehicles are based upon the age 

and weight of the vehicle.  Refer to the ñRV-Titled Vehiclesò section of this guide for more 

information on RV taxes.  [K.S.A. 79-5100 series; 8-1,138; 8-129] 

 

 

 

Valuing Taxed When Tagged Motor Vehicles: 

 

The personal property staff in the Property Valuation Division (PVD) establishes the ñtrade-in 

valueò of each ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicle.  The manufacturerôs base retail price, which 

is obtained directly from the manufacturer, the National Automobile Research Black Book, 

Kelley Blue Book online, or NADA online, is used to establish the ñtrade-in valueò. 
  [K.S.A. 79-5103, 79-5104] 
 

Once the ñtrade-in valueò is established and a class code is assigned to the vehicle, the 

information is entered into the Value Release Form (VRF) file, which is located in the ñVehicle 

Information Processing Systemò (VIPS) program.  The VIPS program was developed for county 
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treasurers to use when processing title and registration information.  County treasurers have 

instant access to class codes in the VRF file when processing title work.  The personal property 

staff in PVD updates class code information in the VRF files as the information is received, a 

down load is requested and the VRF files are downloaded and made available to Kansas 

counties. 
 

The ñmidpoint valueò of the assigned class code range depreciates 15% per year.  To get ñtax 

valueò for the vehicle, the depreciated ñmidpoint valueò is multiplied by the 20% assessment 

rate for motor vehicles registered with a gross weight of 12,000 lb. or less.   The ñtax valueò is 

multiplied by the ñmotor vehicle county average levyò (mill rate) to determine the property tax 

owed on the vehicle.  Since the ñmotor vehicle county average levyò differs from county to 

county, the property tax for an identical vehicle will not be the same in every county.   Except for 

taxes due on motor vehicles that meet the requirements for the ñtaxed when taggedò minimum 

tax set by state law.    [K.S.A. 79-5102, 79-5105] 

 

Minimum tax: 
 

All model year 1980 or older ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles are charged a minimum tax of 

$12.00 per year, regardless of the class code.  Except that all model year 1980 or older ñtaxed 

when taggedò motorcycles which are charged a minimum tax of $6.00 per year, regardless of 

the class code.  Therefore, any 1980 or older vehicle that does not have an assigned class code 

can be assigned a class code 001 to generate the minimum tax required by law.     

 

The property tax for model year 1981 or newer ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles will 

eventually reach a minimum tax of $24.00 per year.  Except that 1981 or newer ñtaxed when 

taggedò motorcycles will eventually reach a minimum tax of $12.00 per year.  The only 

exception is for certain motor vehicles that were ñgrandfatheredò at the $12.00 or $6.00 

minimum tax. 

  

ñGrandfatheredò vehicles: 
 

Beginning 1996, the Kansas legislature increased minimum tax for ñtaxed when taggedò motor 

vehicle from $12.00 to $24.00 and motorcycles from $6.00 to $12.00.  As a result, any model 

year 1981 or newer ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicle, registered for the full 1996 registration 

year, that was taxed less than the new $12.00 or $24.00 minimum tax was ñgrandfatheredò. The 

property tax for ñgrandfatheredò motor vehicles will eventually reach the minimum tax of 

$12.00, $6.00 for motorcycles, applicable to 1980 and older models.  The ñgrandfatherò 

exception follows the motor vehicle from county to county and owner to owner.  The county 

treasurerôs office can be contacted whenever verification is necessary.  

 

Motor Vehicle Tax Charts: 
 

The Motor Vehicle Tax Chart located in the VIPS program shows the amount of property tax due 

annually or monthly for the each registration period based upon the model year and class code of 

the motor vehicle.  The tax charts can be printed each year after all new county average levies 

are entered into the VIPS program. When the county appraiserôs office is responsible for giving 

tax estimates, but the staff members do not have access to the VIPS program, the county 

treasurerôs office can print a hard copy of the tax charts for this purpose.    
   [K.S.A. 79-5100 series; 8-129; 8-1, 138] 
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Class Codes for Taxed When Tagged and 16M/20M Motor Vehicles 
 

 
CLASS LOWER MID - UPPER  CLASS LOWER  MID - UPPER 

CODE LIMIT  POINT LIMIT   CODE LIMIT  POINT LIMIT  

         

1 0  $375  749   36 52,001 53,000 54,000 

2 750 1,125 1,499  37 54,001 55,000 56,000 

3 1,500 1,875 2,249  38 56,001 57,000 58,000 

4 2,250 2,625 2,999  39 58,000 59,000 60,000 

5 3,000 3,375 3,749  40 60,001 61,000 62,000 

         

6 3,750 4,125 4,499  41 62,001 63,000 64,000 

7 4,500 4,875 5,249  42 64,001 65,000 66,000 

8 5,250 5,625 5,999  43 66,001 67,000 68,000 

9 6,000 6,500 6,999  44 68,001 69,000 70,000 

10 7,000 7,500 7,999  45 70,001 71,000 72,000 

         

11 8,000 8,500 8,999  46 72,001 73,000 74,000 

12 9,000 9,500 9,999  47 74,001 75,000 76,000 

13 10,000 10,500 10,999  48 76,001 77,000 78,000 

14 11,000 11,500 11,999  49 78,001 79,000 80,000 

15 12,000 12,500 12,999  50 80,001 81,000 82,000 

         

16 13,000 13,500 13,999  51 82,001 83,000 84,000 

17 14,000 15,000 15,999  52 84,001 85,000 86,000 

18 16,000 17,000 17,999  53 86,001 87,000 88,000 

19 18,000 19,000 19,999  54 88,001 89,000 90,000 

20 20,000 21,000 22,000  55 90,001 91,000 92,000 

         

21 22,001 23,000 24,000  56 92,001 93,000 94,000 

22 24,001 25,000 26,000  57 94,001 95,000 96,000 

23 26,001 27,000 28,000  58 96,001 97,000 98,000 

24 28,001 29,000 30,000  59 98,001 99,000 100,000 

25 30,001 31,000 32,000  60 100,001 101,000 102,000 

         

26 32,001 33,000 34,000  61 102,001 103,000 104,000 

27 34,001 35,000 36,000  62 104,001 105,000 106,000 

28 36,001 37,000 38,000  63 106,001 107,000 108,000 

29 38,001 39,000 40,000  64 108,001 109,000 110,000 

30 40,001 41,000 42,000  65 110,001 111,000 112,000 

         

31 42,001 43,000 44,000  66 112,001 113,000 114,000 

32 44,001 45,000 46,000  67 114,001 115,000 116,000 

33 46,001 47,000 48,000  68 116,001 117,000 118,000 

34 48,001 49,000 50,000  69 118,001 119,000 120,000 

35 50,001 51,000 52,000  70 120,001 121,000 122,000 

 
Class codes continue up to 400, in increments of $2,000.    [KSA 79-5104] 
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Class Codes for Taxed When Tagged and 16M/20M Motor Vehicles (Cont.) 
 

 
CLASS LOWER MID - UPPER  CLASS LOWER  MID - UPPER 

CODE LIMIT  POINT LIMIT   CODE LIMIT  POINT LIMIT  

         

71 122,001 123,000 124,000  106 192,001 193,000 194,000 

72 124,001 125,000 126,000  107 194,001 195,000 196,000 

73 126,001 127,000 128,000  108 196,001 197,000 198,000 

74 128,001 129,000 130,000  109 198,001 199,000 200,000 

75 130,001 131,000 132,000  110 200,001 201,000 202,000 

         

76 132,001 133,000 134,000  111 202,001 203,000 204,000 

77 134,001 135,000 136,000  112 204,001 205,000 206,000 

78 136,001 137,000 138,000  113 206,001 207,000 208,000 

79 138,001 139,000 140,000  114 208,001 209,000 210,000 

80 140,001 141,000 142,000  115 210,001 211,000 212,000 

         

81 142,001 143,000 144,000  116 212,001 213,000 214,000 

82 144,001 145,000 146,000  117 214,001 215,000 216,000 

83 146,001 147,000 148,000  118 216,001 217,000 218,000 

84 148,001 149,000 150,000  119 218,001 219,000 220,000 

85 150,001 151,000 152,000  120 220,001 221,000 222,000 

         

86 152,001 153,000 154,000  121 222,001 223,000 224,000 

87 154,001 155,000 156,000  122 224,001 225,000 226,000 

88 156,001 157,000 158,000  123 226,001 227,000 228,000 

89 158,001 159,000 160,000  124 228,001 229,000 230,000 

90 160,001 161,000 162,000  125 230,001 231,000 232,000 

         

91 162,001 163,000 164,000  126 232,001 233,000 234,000 

92 164,001 165,000 166,000  127 234,001 235,000 236,000 

93 166,001 167,000 168,000  128 236,001 237,000 238,000 

94 168,001 169,000 170,000  129 238,001 239,000 240,000 

95 170,001 171,000 172,000  130 240,001 241,000 242,000 

         

96 172,001 173,000 174,000  131 242,001 243,000 244,000 

97 174,001 175,000 176,000  132 244,001 245,000 246,000 

98 176,001 177,000 178,000  133 246,001 247,000 248,000 

99 178,001 179,000 180,000  134 248,001 249,000 250,000 

100 180,001 181,000 182,000  135 250,001 251,000 252,000 

         

101 182,001 183,000 184,000  136 252,001 253,000 254,000 

102 184,001 185,000 186,000  137 254,001 255,000 256,000 

103 186,001 187,000 188,000  138 256,001 257,000 258,000 

104 188,001 189,000 190,000  139 258,001 259,000 260,000 

105 190,001 191,000 192,000  140 260,001 261,000 262,000 

 

Class codes continue up to 400, in increments of $2,000.    [KSA 79-5104] 
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900 Series Class Codes 
 

The 900 series class codes were implemented to designate special registration types, rather than 

ranges of value. Property taxes for vehicles with a 900 series class code are either not collected at 

time of registration, or they are exempt from taxation, with the exception of RV-Titled 

recreational vehicles.  The taxes for ñRV Titledò recreational vehicles are collected when the 

vehicle is registered because they are classified under the ñtaxed when taggedò system.  The 900 

series class codes and a brief description of each are as follows: 

 

CLASS CODE DESIGNATION   DEFINITION      

 

900    State Assessed:  Motor vehicles belonging to telephone, gas,  

   Public Utility    electric and railroad companies that are state  

       assessed by the Property Valuation Division  

       for property tax purposes.     

 

910    Military Exempt:   Motor vehicles owned by non-resident  

   Non-Kansas Residents military personnel or their spouse who are  

       stationed in Kansas on military orders.  The 

       vehicle cannot be exempt if used for 

       business purposes.  Exempt under the 

       Service Members Civil Relief Act. 

 

911   Military Exempt:  Motor vehicles owned by Kansas-resident  

   Kansas Residents   military personnel who are ñmobilized and 

       deployedò on the date of application for                           

                                                                                    motor vehicle registration.  The exemption                                            

                                                                                    is limited to not more than 2 motor vehicles.                

                                                                                    Exempt under K.S.A. 79-5107(e).   

 

920   County Assessed:   Motor vehicles that are registered greater 

   16M or greater   than 12M or titled non-highway.  The motor   

   registration or   vehicles are assessed by the county appraiser    

  Non-highway titled  for property tax purposes.    

 

925   County Assessed:  Registered items with a purchase price of 

   Exempt   $750 or less.      

 

930   State Assessed:   Motor vehicles of motor carriers with a  

   Haul for Hire    ñhaul for hireò authority that are assessed 

   Motor Carriers   by the Motor Carrier Section of the 

       Property Valuation Division. 
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CLASS CODE FUNCTION    DESCRIPTION     

 

940    Humanitarian Exempt  Motor vehicles of entities specified as  

       exempt by K.S.A. 79-201 and 79-201b.  For  

       example, coordinated transit districts, not for 

       profit housing for the elderly, children or the 

       disabled, certain not for profit private and  

       public schools, places of worship.    

 

950    Government Exempt   Motor vehicles of entities specified as  

       exempt by K.S.A. 79-201a.  Motor vehicles  

       of political subdivisions such as townships  
       and federal government.    

  

960   Rental Excise Tax:   Motor vehicles owned by rental car   

   Gross Receipts ï In   companies leased for a period not exceeding 

   Lieu Of Tax    28 days.  Taxes are based on gross receipts 

       in lieu of property taxes.  K.S.A. 79-5117  

 

970    RV Titled    Motor homes, travel trailers and campers  

   Recreational Vehicles  that meet the qualifications to be titled and  

       registered as a ñrecreational vehicleò.  Taxes 

       are based upon age and weight. 

       K.S.A. 79-5118 through 79-5120.   

 

980    RV Titled    RVs that qualify for military exemption  

   Recreational Vehicles: under the federal Service Members Civil 

       Relief Act or K.S.A. 79-5121(e).   

 

 

 

 

Tentative/Temporary Class Codes  
 

A tentative class code is assigned to a vehicle whenever a permanent class code is not available.  

This allows the owner to register the vehicle in a timely manner.  A tentative class code is 

considered temporary, and used only until information becomes available to assign a permanent 

class code. The county appraiserôs office or the personal property staff at Property Valuation 

Division (PVD) can assign tentative class codes.   

 

Due to the procedures used to determine tentative class codes, it is not unusual for the permanent 

class code to differ from the tentative class code.  Therefore, the vehicle owner must be informed 

of the possibility that the tentative class code and resulting property tax may change, when the 

permanent class code is determined. 
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The Property Valuation Division (PVD) gets pricing information for newly manufactured motor 

vehicles from the manufacturer or from nationally recognized publications such as the National 

Automobile Research Black Book, NADA online, and Kelley Blue Book online.  However, PVD 

does not always receive pricing information for all models prior to the model first being offered 

for sale.  When the class code for a 1981 or newer model of taxed when tagged motor vehicle is 

not available, the county can contact the PVD Personal Property Section at (785) 296-2365 to see 

if a permanent class code has been assigned to the vehicle.  PVD may have vehicle class codes 

which have not been downloaded to the county through the VRF program or new information 

may be available to assign a class code.   

 

 

When the Personal Property Section is not available to assign a class code to a brand new 

vehicle, the county appraiser can use one of the prescribed methods to assign a tentative class 

code.  Whenever the county assigns a tentative class code, a copy of the Manufacturers 

Certificate of Origin, the sales tax receipt (when available) and any other documentation used to 

determine the tentative class code should be faxed to the PVD Personal Property Section at (785) 

296-2320 for validation.  When a permanent class code is assigned to the vehicle, PVD will 

compare it to the tentative class code.  PVD will contact the county if the county needs to change 

the class code and notify the owner of the change.  PVD can make permanent class codes 

available to counties sooner when counties provide documentation for tentative class codes they 

have assigned.  If the county does not notify PVD when they assign a tentative class code, the 

county is responsible for validating the class code.    

 

 

To assign a tentative class code to a brand new vehicle:  

 

 When a State of Kansas Retail Sales Tax Receipt is available ï Convert the ñselling 

priceò without sales tax into a tentative class code using the class code charts on pages 15 

and 16.  Fax documentation used to determine the tentative class code to the PVD 

Personal Property Section at (785) 296-2320 for validation.  

 

 When a Kansas Retail Sales Tax Receipt is not available, assign the prior year class code 

from the Value Release Forms (VRFs) for the same make and model vehicle as a tentative 

class code.  Fax documentation used to determine the tentative class code to the PVD 

Personal Property Section at (785) 296-2320 for validation. 
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County Appraiser/Treasurer Responsibility for Assigning Class Codes  
 

According to Kansas law, the county appraiser is responsible for classifying and valuing motor 

vehicles for property tax purposes.  However, in December 1987, the Kansas Division of 

Vehicles began using a newly designed computer program that allowed for a faster and more 

efficient vehicle registration process.  This program is known as the Vehicle Information 

Processing System or VIPS.  By December 1989, all county treasurers had access to the new 

program, which enabled the Property Valuation Division to download the class codes for motor 

vehicles directly to the County Motor Vehicle Departments.  This gave the county treasurers 

instant access to the most current class code information available in the Value Release Forms or 

VRFs.  As a result, it is not necessary to send vehicle owners to the county appraiserôs office for 

a class code to be assigned to their vehicles, unless the vehicle cannot be accessed through the 

VIPS program.  [K.S.A. 79-5102 & 79-306d] 

 

 

With the implementation of the VIPS program, the Motor Vehicle Department and the County 

Appraiserôs Office share the responsibility of assigning vehicle class codes.  The Motor Vehicle 

Department assigns class codes to ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles that can be accessed 

through the VIPS program.  The County Appraiserôs Office assigns class codes to ñtaxed when 

taggedò vehicles that cannot be determined through the VIPS program such as, assembled or kit 

vehicles; buses; ambulances; or any other ñspecialò vehicle type.  The Personal Property Section 

at PVD can assist counties with class codes for vehicles not found in the VRF files.   

 

 

 

 

Tax Roll Motor Vehicles  
 

Motor vehicles registered with a tag weight of 24,000-lbs. (24M) or more and non-highway titled 

motor vehicles are classified within the ñMotor Vehicleò subclass and referred to as "tax rollò 

motor vehicles. ñTax rollò motor vehicles must be reported annually to the county appraiser on 

schedule 4a of the Personal Property Assessment Form.  Article 11 Subsection 1 of the Kansas 

Constitution requires that "tax rollò motor vehicles are annually valued at the fair market value 

of the vehicle and they are assessed at a rate of 30%.  Kansas law allows the county appraiser to 

adjust the value of ñtax rollò motor vehicles on an individual basis if the vehicle has been 

damaged.  ñTax rollò motor vehicles can be prorated onto and off of the tax roll when they are 

acquired or sold during the year, refer to proration rules for guidelines.   [K.S.A. 79-306d] 

 

The most common types of ñtax rollò motor vehicles are medium and heavy-duty trucks and 

truck-tractors (semi).  Light duty pick-ups that are used for commercial or farming purposes 

often require a heavier tag weight.  Therefore, it is not uncommon for a light duty pick-up to be 

registered with a 24M tag and classified as a ñtax rollò motor vehicle.  Non-highway titled 

motor vehicles, are also classified as ñtax rollò motor vehicles.  Non-highway titled motor 

vehicles can include motorcycles, cars or trucks that are wrecked or damaged, or classic cars that 

the owner has placed into storage.  Micro utility trucks are non-highway titled and are classified 

as ñtax rollò motor vehicles.     
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Valuing Tax Roll Motor Vehicles: 
 

When establishing values for property in the ñMotor Vehicleò subclass, the county appraiser 

must follow the procedures and guidelines outlined in the Personal Property Valuation Guide 

prescribed by the Property Valuation Division (PVD).  The county appraiser is allowed to 

deviate from the guide on an individual piece of property for just cause and in a manner 

consistent with achieving market value.  [K.S.A. 79-1412a Sixth; PVD Directive 98-036; K.S.A. 79-1456] 
 
 

Specific information about the motor vehicle must be known in order to value the vehicle on the 

tax roll. In most cases, the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) will disclose most of the 

information necessary to value the motor vehicle.  The Vehicle Identification Book provided as a 

supplement to the Truck Blue Book breaks down the VINs for most major truck manufacturers.  

The vehicle owner can be contacted when additional information is required.  Information 

typically needed to value the tax roll motor vehicles includes: 
 

Motorcycles:       Automobiles:  

Year, make and model     Year, make and model 

Model qualifier (if applicable)      Model qualifier: RX, EX,Z28, etc 

Engine size: 800cc, 1200cc, etc.     Two door or four door 

       coupe, sedan, hatchback, wagon 

       2 wheel drive, 4x4, all wheel drive 

turbo engine or regular engine 

4 cylinder, V-6, V-8 engine 

 

Light Duty Trucks/ Sport Utility Vehicles:    Med/Heavy Duty Trucks: 

Year, make and model     Year, make and model 

Model qualifier: XLT, Lariat, SLE, etc.    Model qualifier or model number   

Size (1/2 ton, 3 /4 ton, or 1 ton)      Cab and Chassis or Truck Tractor   

2 wheel drive, 4 x 4,  all wheel drive     If Truck Tractor: sleeper unit and  

Cab size: regular, extended, quad, crew      Gas engine or diesel engine 

Gas engine or diesel engine      Weight: gross vehicle weight  

4 cylinder, V-6, V-8 engine      Air brakes or Hydraulic brakes 

 

Non-highway Titled Vehicles (in addition to above information): 

Purpose for non-highway title: storage, damage, no insurance, etc. 

Condition of vehicle: average, poor, wrecked or damaged  

If damaged, type of damage (to help determine market value)  

No damage: refer to information above for the type of vehicle  

 
 

MOTORCYCLES  (Non-highway titled motorcycles designed for use on public roads) 
 

 2012 Models ï Use the ñSugg. Listò value from the January-April 2012 Edition of the NADA 

Motorcycle/Snowmobile/ATV/Personal Watercraft Appraisal Guide and multiply by 85%.  If 

no value is listed, use 85% of the ñSugg. Listò value for a similar 2011 model to estimate 

market value.  
 

 2011 ï 1998 Models ï Use the ñClean Trade-In W/Sò value from the January-April 2012 

Edition of the NADA Motorcycle/Snowmobile/ATV/Personal Watercraft Appraisal Guide.  

Do not factor this value.  
 

 Use values established by a study of the local market for models that cannot be found in the 

NADA guide.  The procedure used must reflect the local market and be documented. 
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AUTOS & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS  (Light duty trucks typically have a GVW of 1 ton or less)  
 

 2012 & 2013 Models ï Use the value given on the ñValue Release Formò (VRF) as the 

market value.  Do not factor this value.  The VRF value is the estimated ñtrade-in valueò 

of the vehicle when it was first offered for sale as new.   

 

 2011 ï 2005 Models ï Use the ñClean Trade Inò value from the January 2012 Edition of 

the NADA Official Used Car Guide.  Do not factor this value.  

 

 2004 ï 1993 Models ï Use the ñClean Trade Inò value from the January 2012 Edition of 

the NADA Official Older Used Car Guide.  Do not factor this value. 

 

 Older Models not found in the prescribed publications ï Use the values established by a 

study of the local market.  The procedure used must reflect the local market and be 

documented.   

 

One or more of the following procedures may be used if the values better reflect the local 

market:  

 Chassis Cab motor vehicles ï use the ñWholesaleò value from the January 2012 Edition of the 

NADA Official Commercial Truck Guide.  
 

 For model years 2004 ï 1995 only ï multiply the 2005 ñTrade Inò value from the January 

2012 Edition of the NADA Official Used Car Guide by the appropriate percent good factor 

listed below to ñestimateò market value:   
  

Model Year 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 

% Good Factor 75% 64% 53% 44% 35% 28% 21% 14%   8%   7%  
 

 The ñAverage Wholesale Valueò from the Automobile Red Book or the ñAvg. Retailò value, 

multiplied by 83%, from the Truck Blue Book may be used if the values better reflect the local 

market.   

 

 

When establishing values for personal property in the ñMotor Vehicleò subclass, the county 

appraiser must follow the procedures and guidelines outlined in the Personal Property Valuation 

Guide prescribed by the Division of Property Valuation (PVD).  However, the county appraiser 

is allowed to deviate from the guide on an individual piece of property for just cause and in a 

manner consistent with achieving market value.   
  [K.S.A. 79-1412a Sixth; PVD Directive 98-036; K.S.A. 79-1456] 

 

NOTE:  The values for chassis cab motor vehicles do not include the value of the truck bed.  
Truck beds on chassis cab motor vehicles are classified and valued separately from the truck.  

Refer to the ñCommercial/Industrial Machinery and Equipmentò Section of this guide for 

valuation procedures for commercial truck beds.  To value non-commercial truck beds, refer to 

the ñAll Other Personal Property Not Elsewhere Classifiedò section of this guide for valuation 

procedures.    
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MEDIUM & HEAVY DUTY TRUCKS      
 

 2012 & 2013 Models ï Use the ñSugg. Fact. Priceò for a 2012 model from the January 1-

March 31, 2012 Edition of the Truck Blue Book and multiply by 70% to ñestimateò the 

market value of the vehicle.  If the 2012 model is not listed, use the ñSugg. Fact. Priceò for 

the same 2011 model from the Truck Blue Book and multiply by 70% to ñestimateò the 

market value of the vehicle. 

 

 2011 ï 2003 Models ï Use the ñAvg. Retailò value from the January 1-March 31, 2012 

Edition of the Truck Blue Book and multiply by 83% to ñestimateò market value.   

 

 2002 ï 1995 Models *  ï use the ñAvg. Retailò value for a 2003 model from the January 

1-March 31, 2012 Edition of the Truck Blue Book and multiply by 83%.  Multiply that 

amount by the appropriate percent good factor listed below to ñestimateò market 

value:   

 

Model Year  2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995  

% Good Factor 85% 72% 64% 57% 50% 44% 39% 36%  

 

 Older Models not found in the prescribed publications ï Use values established by a 

study of the local market.  The procedure used must reflect the local market and be 

documented.   

 

*  Counties may use the ñAvg. Retailò value from the January 1-March 31, 2012 Edition of the 

Older Truck Blue Book and multiply by 83% to ñestimateò market value, if the values produced 

better reflect the local market.  

 

 

When establishing values for personal property in the ñMotor Vehicleò subclass, the county 

appraiser must follow the procedures and guidelines outlined in the Personal Property Valuation 

Guide prescribed by the Division of Property Valuation (PVD).  However, the county appraiser 

is allowed to deviate from the guide on an individual piece of property for just cause and in a 

manner consistent with achieving market value.   
  [K.S.A. 79-1412a Sixth; PVD Directive 98-036; K.S.A. 79-1456] 

 

NOTE:  The values for chassis cab motor vehicles do not include the value of the truck bed.  
Truck beds on chassis cab motor vehicles are classified and valued separately from the truck.  

Refer to the ñCommercial/Industrial Machinery and Equipmentò Section of this guide for 

valuation procedures for commercial truck beds.  To value non-commercial truck beds, refer to 

the ñAll Other Personal Property Not Elsewhere Classifiedò section of this guide for valuation 

procedures.     



 

2012 Personal Property Valuation Guide 

Revised 12/2011  Page 24 Motor Vehicles 
 

16M or 20M Motor Vehicles  
 

In 1998, the legislature passed a law that allowed motor vehicles having a gross vehicle weight 

of more than 12,000 lbs. but less than 20,001 lbs. to be classified and valued differently than 

other motor vehicles.  Motor vehicles in this category are registered with a 16M or 20M tag.  

ñ16M/20Mò registered motor vehicles are appraised; assessed; and the tax computed using the 

same appraisal method; assessment percentage; mill levy and tax minimums as ñtaxed when 

taggedò motor vehicles.  However, the tax year; appraisal deadlines; penalties; pro-ration; situs 

requirements and billing procedures are the same as ñtax rollò motor vehicles.  Since the values 

are based on a formula, ñ16M/20Mò vehicle values can not be adjusted.   ñ16M/20Mò motor 

vehicles are listed on schedule 4b of the personal property assessment form and the county 

appraiser certifies the values to the county clerk on a separate appraisal roll for 16M/20M 

vehicles only. [K.S.A. 79-5105a] 

 

        

Valuing 16M/20M Motor Vehicles: 
 

Step 1 ï determine the class code:   
 

Class codes for 16M/20M vehicles can be found in the Value Release Form (VRF) files.  

The VRF files can be electronically accessed and printed from the Vehicle Information 

Processing System (VIPS) program.  Class codes for light-duty trucks with a rating of 1 ton 

or less, are listed on the ñSmall Trucksò file. Class codes for medium-duty trucks with a 

rating that is greater than 1 ton, are listed on the ñMedium Dutyò file.  To electronically 

access the ñSmall Trucksò file, the letter ñBò [Trucks] is entered into the ñvehicle typeò field 

in the VIPS program. To electronically access the ñMedium Dutyò file, the letter ñDò [Heavy 

Trucks] is entered into the ñvehicle typeò field in the VIPS program. The VRF files used to 

class code 16M/20M vehicles are also used to class code the ñtaxed when taggedò motor 

vehicles. Appraisers, who do not have access to the VIPS program, can have the county 

treasurer print a hard copy of the VRF files for their office.  Call the Personal Property 

Section at (785) 296-2365 if a class code can not be found in the VRF files.   

 
The Personal Property Section at PVD establishes the class codes and enters them into the 

VRF files after the information is received from the manufacturer or published in one of the 

prescribed publications. The VRF files display a description of the vehicle, a portion of the 

vehicle identification number, the ñtax valueò, and the class code. The class codes are 

determined by establishing the ñtrade-in valueò of the vehicle when it is first offered for sale 

new.  The ñtrade-in valueò is converted into a class code using the class code charts on pages 

15 and 16.  

 

NOTE:  PVD will not assign a class code to any semi-truck tractor pursuant to the February 26, 

1998 memorandum from the Kansas Division of Vehicles to all county treasurers.  In the 

memorandum, the Division of Vehicles instructed county treasurers ñI t will be required that  all   

semi-truck  tractors be registered for a gross weight of 24,000 (24M) pounds or greaterò.  

Therefore, all semi-truck tractors, regardless of their registered tag weight, are classified as ñtax 

rollò motor vehicles within subclass 4 where they are valued at market value and assessed at 

30%. 
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Step 2 ï determine the ñappraised valueò:   
 

Appraised values for 16M/20M motor vehicles can be found on the ñAppraised Value 

Chartò on pages 27 and 28.  The vehicleôs appraised value is located where the row 

designating the class code of the vehicle intersects with the column designating the model 

year of the vehicle.  Except when, the vehicleôs appraised value from the ñAppraised Value 

Chartò is less than the county ñminimum valueò from the ñMinimum Appraised Value 

Chartò on page 29, the ñminimum valueò from the ñMinimum Appraised Value Chartò must 

be used.  The full year appraised value of a 16M/20M motor vehicle should never be less 

than the county ñminimum valueò listed on the ñMinimum Appraised Value Chartò.  The 

ñminimum valueò listed for each county will generate the $12.00 or $24.00 minimum tax 

required by law.  

 

 

NOTE: Each county has a minimum appraised value for 1980 and older models and for 1981 

and newer models, so that the taxes generated will meet the statutory requirements.  Since 

16M/20M motor vehicles are appraised, assessed and the taxes computed using the same 

appraisal method, assessment percentage, mill levy and tax minimums as ñtaxed when taggedò 

motor vehicles, minimum appraised values must be established for each county.  Motor vehicles 

with a model year of 1980 and older must generate a minimum tax of $12.00 per year.  Motor 

vehicles with a model year of 1981 and newer will eventually reach a minimum tax of $24.00 per 

year.   

 

 

 

Step 3 ï determine the ñassessed valueò: 
 

The assessed value of the 16M/20M vehicle is determined by multiplying the appraised value 

by the 20% assessment rate applicable to ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles. 
 

 

 

NOTE:  Beginning January 1, 2010, upon initial registration of a rebuilt salvage vehicle the class 

code is to be reduced by 2 classes.                [K.S.A. 79-5104; K.S.A. 8-135] 



 

2012 Personal Property Valuation Guide 

Revised 12/2011  Page 26 Motor Vehicles 
 

16M/20M Motor Vehicle Valuation and Taxation Summary 

 

    Indicates when 16M/20M motor vehicles follow the same rules as taxed when tagged motor 

vehicles.   

  

Ç Indicates when 16M/20M motor vehicles follow the same rules as tax roll motor vehicles.   

 

 

 PVD establishes the ñtrade-in valueò of  the vehicle when it is ñfirst offered for sale newò 
 

 A class code is assigned to the vehicle by matching the ñtrade-in valueò to the appropriate 

class code value range (see the class code charts on pages 15 & 16) 
 

 The model year of the vehicle and its class code are used to determine the ñappraised 
valueò (see the 16M/20M appraised value chart on pages 27 & 28) 

 

 The  ñappraised valueò depreciates 15% per year until the minimum value/tax is reached 
 

 The assessment rate is 20% of the appraised value 
 

 The average county motor vehicle levy from two years prior is used to calculate the tax 

amount 
 

 The county minimum value for 1980 and older models generates a $12.00 minimum tax 
 

 The county minimum value for 1981 and newer models generates a $24.00 minimum tax 
 

 The formula-driven value of the vehicle can not be adjusted for condition, mileage, etc. 

 

 

Ç The property taxes are calculated for the calendar year 
 

Ç The property taxes are paid to the county where the vehicle has tax situs  
 

Ç The vehicle is reported to the county appraiser on the personal property assessment form 

(schedule 4b) 
 

Ç Penalties are applied to the assessed value when the property list is filed late or it is not 

filed at all 
 

Ç The property taxes are due by December 20
th
 of the tax year and the following May 10

th
 

 

Ç The value of the vehicle can be prorated according to K.S.A. 79-306d 
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Class 

Code

Mid Pt. 

Value

2013 & 

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

1996

1995

1994

1993

1992

1991

1990

1989

1988

1987

1986

1985

1984

1983

1982

1981
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0
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0
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0
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These appraised values will result in an annual $12 min/max tax for motor vehicles 1980 or older and an annual $24

minimum tax for motor vehicles 1981 and newer as required by statute.  These appraised values are for a full

calendar year, therefore, the values will be less if prorated.  The assessment rate for 16m/20m motor vehicles is 20%.  

2012 Motor Value for Minimum 2012 Motor Value for Minimum

Vehicle 1980 & Value 1981 Vehicle 1980 & Value 1981

County Mill Levy Older & Newer County Mill Levy Older & Newer

Allen 0.138735 432 865 Linn 0.099976 600 1,200

Anderson 0.136469 440 879 Logan 0.115597 519 1,038

Atchison 0.123044 488 975 Lyon 0.123730 485 970

Barber 0.109039 550 1,101 Marion 0.128960 465 931

Barton 0.132384 453 906 Marshall 0.109995 545 1,091

Bourbon 0.136088 441 882 Mcpherson 0.097847 613 1,226

Brown 0.096116 624 1,248 Meade 0.105632 568 1,136

Butler 0.125530 478 956 Miami 0.101914 589 1,177

Chase 0.118438 507 1,013 Mitchell 0.146121 411 821

Chautauqua 0.161218 372 744 Montgomery 0.131162 457 915

Cherokee 0.096851 620 1,239 Morris 0.117143 512 1,024

Cheyenne 0.122274 491 981 Morton 0.094100 638 1,275

Clark 0.132594 453 905 Nemaha 0.096801 620 1,240

Clay 0.125233 479 958 Neosho 0.158267 379 758

Cloud 0.136417 440 880 Ness 0.112650 533 1,065

Coffey 0.069143 868 1,736 Norton 0.128347 467 935

Comanche 0.135490 443 886 Osage 0.114842 522 1,045

Cowley 0.145740 412 823 Osborne 0.142326 422 843

Crawford 0.110833 541 1,083 Ottawa 0.135118 444 888

Decatur 0.139968 429 857 Pawnee 0.154679 388 776

Dickinson 0.104391 575 1,150 Phillips 0.150475 399 797

Doniphan 0.094958 632 1,264 Pottawatomie 0.072715 825 1,650

Douglas 0.103023 582 1,165 Pratt 0.141010 426 851

Edwards 0.125739 477 954 Rawlins 0.131588 456 912

Elk 0.181690 330 660 Reno 0.137930 435 870

Ellis 0.089594 670 1,339 Republic 0.158733 378 756

Ellsworth 0.114916 522 1,044 Rice 0.115023 522 1,043

Finney 0.101837 589 1,178 Riley 0.099502 603 1,206

Ford 0.148824 403 806 Rooks 0.121640 493 987

Franklin 0.120232 499 998 Rush 0.146868 409 817

Geary 0.119007 504 1,008 Russell 0.143070 419 839

Gove 0.106783 562 1,124 Saline 0.097495 615 1,231

Graham 0.123457 486 972 Scott 0.134234 447 894

Grant 0.079977 750 1,500 Sedgwick 0.101792 589 1,179

Gray 0.124249 483 966 Seward 0.102659 584 1,169

Greeley 0.135153 444 888 Shawnee 0.117565 510 1,021

Greenwood 0.143146 419 838 Sheridan 0.124902 480 961

Hamilton 0.151490 396 792 Sherman 0.116819 514 1,027

Harper 0.147910 406 811 Smith 0.187440 320 640

Harvey 0.105987 566 1,132 Stafford 0.119533 502 1,004

Haskell 0.068497 876 1,752 Stanton 0.124595 482 963

Hodgeman 0.160625 374 747 Stevens 0.074162 809 1,618

Jackson 0.119955 500 1,000 Sumner 0.144734 415 829

Jefferson 0.115998 517 1,035 Thomas 0.124171 483 966

Jewell 0.151957 395 790 Trego 0.134793 445 890

Johnson 0.099458 603 1,207 Wabaunsee 0.125755 477 954

Kearny 0.078807 761 1,523 Wallace 0.149399 402 803

Kingman 0.115172 521 1,042 Washington 0.144755 414 829

Kiowa 0.094140 637 1,275 Wichita 0.145570 412 824

Labette 0.158782 378 756 Wilson 0.103344 581 1,161

Lane 0.118227 507 1,015 Woodson 0.150451 399 798

Leavenworth 0.107419 559 1,117 Wyandotte 0.148886 403 806

Lincoln 0.153249 392 783

2012 Calendar Year 16m & 20m Minimum Appraised Value Chart
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Proration of Tax Roll and 16M/20M Motor Vehicles 
 

K.S.A. 79-306d outlines the procedures used to list and value tax roll motor vehicles for 

purposes of property taxation in Kansas.  The same proration procedures outlined in this statute 

are also applied to motor vehicles registered with 16M/20M tags.   

 

 

The statute distinguishes between vehicles that are traded and vehicles that are sold.  A traded or 

ñreplacedò vehicle is one for which a replacement vehicle is acquired.  A sold vehicle is one for 

which a replacement vehicle is not acquired.  A ñreplacementò vehicle is one that replaces a 

vehicle that has been listed for assessment and taxation for the calendar year in which the 

replacement vehicle is acquired.  Typically, the license plate is transferred from the replaced 

vehicle to the replacement vehicle.   

 

 

Motor vehicles acquired or purchased after September 1 are not prorated in the year the vehicle 

is acquired or purchased.  Motor vehicles that are sold or become subject to taxation as ñtaxed 

when taggedò after September 1, are prorated in the year the vehicle is sold or becomes subject 

to taxation as ñtaxed when taggedò.   

 

 

 

 

In accordance with the procedures outlined in K.S.A. 79-306d, the values for tax roll motor 

vehicles registered 24M or greater and non-highway titled motor vehicles and 16M/20M motor 

vehicles are prorated in the following manner: 

 

Vehicles that are acquired, purchased or traded: 

 

1) When the vehicle acquired is not a replacement vehicle ï the monthly value is multiplied by 

the number of months (or fraction of a month) remaining in the calendar year.  Do not prorate 

if the vehicle is purchased after September 1. 

 

 

Example:  

A new vehicle is purchased in May.  It does not replace another vehicle.  The vehicle value is 

prorated from May-December.  [May is a fraction of a month]. 

 

 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
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2) When the vehicle acquired is a replacement vehicle ï the newly acquired vehicleôs monthly 

value is multiplied by the number of months (or fractions thereof) remaining in the calendar 

year.  The replaced vehicle is valued by multiplying the monthly value by the number of full 

calendar months in the calendar year that the vehicle was owned.  The values of the vehicles 

are added together and the sum of the values equals the total valuation of the motor vehicles 

for the calendar year. If the ñreplacementò vehicle is acquired on or after September 1, the 

traded (replaced) vehicle remains on the appraisal roll and is not pro-rated for taxation 

purposes. 

 

 

 

Example 1:  

A new vehicle is purchased in March.  It replaces another vehicle that is currently on the tax roll 

(or 16M/20M roll).  The new/replacement vehicle value is prorated from March - December. 

[March is a fraction of a month].  The old/replaced vehicle value is prorated from January - 

February. [The number of full  calendar months the vehicle was owned] 

 

The values are added together for the full calendar year.   

 Old/replaced vehicle: January - February. 

 New/replacement vehicle: March - December. 

 
 
Old Vehicle: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

 

ld Vehicle: 
New Vehicle: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

 

 

 

Example 2:  

A new vehicle is purchased in September.  It replaces another vehicle that is currently on the tax 

roll (or 16M/20M roll).  The new/replacement vehicle is not prorated when it is acquired after 

September 1.  The old/replaced vehicle remains on the appraisal roll and the vehicle is valued 

from January - December. 

 

 
Old Vehicle: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

ld Vehicle: 
 

New Vehicle: 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
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Vehicles that are disposed of or become subject to taxation as ñtaxed when taggedò. 

 

1)  Anytime during the tax year when a motor vehicle assessed and taxed on the tax roll (or 

16M/20M roll) is sold and not replaced, or becomes subject to taxation as ñtaxed when 

taggedò, the vehicle is valued by multiplying the monthly value by the number of months (or 

fractions thereof) in the calendar year that the vehicle was owned or not subject to taxation as 

ñtaxed when taggedò.   Prorate if the vehicle is sold or becomes registered as ñtaxed when 

taggedò after September 1.  

 

 

 

Example 1:  

A taxpayer owned a vehicle that was on the tax roll (or 16M/20M roll).  He sold it in October 

and did not replace it.  The vehicle value is prorated from January - October.  [October is a 

fraction of a month it was owned]. 

 

 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

 

 

Note: When ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles are switched to the tax roll or 16M/20M roll, 

the tax roll value is prorated starting with the first month the tax is not prepaid under 

ñtaxed when taggedò.  

 

 

 

Example 2:  

A taxpayer owned a non-highway-titled vehicle that was on the tax roll.  He put a 12M tag on it 

(taxed when tagged) in August.  The vehicle taxes are prorated on the tax roll for the number of 

months the vehicle is not subject to taxation as ñtaxed when taggedò.   
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Calculating pro-rated values: 

To calculate the prorated value of a motor vehicle according to K.S.A. 79-306d, the full year 

value is divided by 12 to get the monthly value.  The monthly value is then multiplied by the 

number of calendar months in the year that the vehicle is subject to taxation to get the prorated 

value.  The vehicle in the example below was owned for 8 months.  

 

 

Example:  

8500 (full yr. value) / 12 = 708.33333 (monthly value) x 8 = 5666.6666 or 5667 (prorated value)   

 

 

 

When the prorated value of a motor vehicle must be manually calculated, the value produced by 

the factors below will closely resemble the electronically generated tax roll value. This chart 

converts the number of taxable months into a proration factor that can be multiplied by the full 

year appraised value to get the prorated value.   Counties may use this chart at their option. These 

factors and the value generated by them are not meant to replace the factors or the tax roll values 

that are electronically generated by the county.   

 

 

Example:  

8500 (full yr. value) x .666666 (8 month proration factor) = 5666.661 or 5667 (prorated value)   

 

 

MONTHLY PRORATION CHART 

    

NUMBER OF MONTHS  

ON TAX ROLL  

PRORATION 

FACTOR 

1 .083333 

2 .166666 

3 .250000 

4 .333333 

5 .416666 

6 .500000 

7 .583333 

8 .666666 

9 .750000 

10 .833333 

11 .916666 

12      1.000000 
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Flow chart for valuation and taxation of ñtaxed when taggedò, tax roll and 16M/20M motor vehicles. 

 

 

 
 

12M TAG (OR LESS) 16M OR 20M TAG 24M TAG (OR HEAVIER) NON-HIGHWAY TITLED 

TAXED WHEN TAGGED 16M / 20M ROLL TAX ROLL 

FORMULA DRIVEN VALUE 

NO ADJUSTMENT FOR COND. 

ASSESSMENT RATE - 20% 

AVG. COUNTY VEHICLE LEVY 

REGISTRATION YEAR 

MINIMUM VALUE/TAX 

PRORATED -  VIPS 

TAXES PAID IN ADVANCE 

FORMULA DRIVEN VALUE 

NO ADJUSTMENT FOR COND. 

ASSESSMENT RATE - 20% 

AVG. COUNTY VEHICLE LEVY 

PRORATED PER KSA 79-306d 

TAXES PAID IN ARREAR 

CALENDAR YEAR 

MINIMUM VALUE/TAX 

REPORTED ON RENDITION 

FILING PENALTIES APPLY 

MARKET VALUE 

CAN ADJUST FOR COND. 

ASSESSMENT RATE - 30% 

MILL LEVY BASED ON SITUS 

CALENDAR YEAR 

NO MINIMUM VALUE/TAX 

PRORATED PER KSA 79-306d 

TAXES PAID IN ARREAR 

REPORTED ON RENDITION 

FILING PENALTIES APPLY 

DETERMINE HOW THE MOTOR VEHICLE IS REGISTERED 
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ñRV Titledò Recreational Vehicles  
  

Motor homes, campers, and travel trailers that meet the statutory definition of recreational 

vehicle are required to be titled as recreational vehicles. RV Titled vehicles are classified under 

the ñtaxed when taggedò category.  The property taxes are based on the age and weight of the 

recreational vehicle.  The ñage and weightò based tax value, cannot be adjusted for condition or 

mileage of the vehicle. 
 

Kansas law defines a ñrecreational vehicleò as a vehicular-type unit that has been built on or has 

been built for use on a chassis; and has been designed primarily as living quarters for 

recreational, camping, vacation or travel use; and which has its own motive power or is mounted 

on or drawn by another vehicle; and which has a body width not exceeding 102 inches (81/2 ft.) 

and a body length not exceeding 45 feet; AND HAS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING FEATURES:   
 

 an electrical system which operates above 12 volts 

 provisions for plumbing 

 heating 

 and any other standard feature/component adopted in the uniform standards code for RVs.   
 

If the recreational vehicle meets ALL of the criteria listed in the statute, it will be registered as a 

ñRV-Titledò recreational vehicle.  The following scale is used to calculate the taxes. 
 

Age Prior to the Calendar Year of Registration    Tax Calculation   
 

5 years or less  $70.00 plus $.90 per 100 pounds of weight  

6 years to 10 years $50.00 plus $.70 per 100 pounds of weight  

11 years or more $30.00 plus $.50 per 100 pounds of weight  

1981 & older models $30.00 flat rate (do not add for weight) 

RV-Titled vehicles, like taxed when tagged, have registration years which are based on parts of two calendar years.  

When an RV changes age categories the calculation for taxes will be split between two age categories for the 

registration period.  The number of months in each calendar year, will be determined by the primary ownerôs name.   

 

The weight used to calculate the taxes for RV-titled vehicles is the ñcurb weightò or ñshipping 

weightò.  The Manufacturerôs Certificate of Origin (MCO) typically lists the shipping weight.  

The GVW (gross vehicle weight), can not be used to calculate RV-titled vehicle taxes. If the 

shipping weight is not reflected on the MCO or the title, the vehicle must be weighed on a 

certified scale and the taxpayer must provide a certified weight ticket showing the weight of the 

vehicle.  
 

If the vehicle can not be weighed and an accurate weight is not available, the N.A.D.A. 

Recreational Vehicle Appraisal Guide may be used.  The weight listed in the N.A.D.A Guide is 

the unloaded weight of the vehicle up to 9,999 lbs.  Vehicles with an unloaded weight of 10,000 

lbs. or more are reflected in the N.A.D.A. Guide with an erroneous weight of 9,999 lbs. As a 

result, the N.A.D.A. Guide should not be used for RVs listed with a weight of 9,999 lbs. (10,000 

lbs. or more).  The N.A.D.A. Recreational Appraisal Guide also does not list weights for motor 

homes.  Another resource that may be used to find the weight of a RV (including some motor 

homes) is the Recreational Vehicle Blue Book.  
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Example: 
 

2003 Excel Motor Home 

Weight = 6500 lbs. 

$    .70 = rate per 100 lbs. 

$50.00 = flat rate for age (6-10 yrs. old) 

 

[Step 1] - 6500 / 100 (rate is for every 100 lbs. of weight) = 65 cwt. (factor per 100 lbs.)  

 

[Step 2] - 65 cwt. x $.70 (rate per 100 lbs.) = $45.50 (taxes for weight)  

 

[Step 3] - $45.50 + $50.00 (taxes for age** ) = $95.50 (total taxes for 1 full year)  
 

 *   Round up to next even hundred weight 

 ** Application year minus model year 

 

 

Notes: 

 

Motor homes that do not qualify for the RV Title and are registered at 12,000 pounds or less are 

classified as ñtaxed when taggedò motor vehicles.  If the motor home is registered above 12,000 

pounds it is classified as a 16M/20M or a tax roll motor vehicle and it is reported on schedule 4 

of the personal property rendition.  

 
Campers and trailers that do not qualify for the RV Title are classified within the ñOtherò 

subclass and they are typically reported on schedule 6 of the personal property rendition.  Refer 

to the ñOther Personal Property Not Elsewhere Classifiedò Section of this guide for information 

on valuing campers and trailers that are not RV Titled.  Tax roll values that are market-based can 

be adjusted for condition. 

 
Non-traditional recreational trailers, such as horse trailers and car haulers, which are now 

designed and manufactured with living quarters, may qualify for the RV Title if they meet the 

statutory definition of a recreational vehicle.  The trailer must meet all requirements in the 

statutory definition to be RV Titled. 
        [KSA 79-5118; 79-5119; 79-5120; 79-5121(e)] 

 

 
Personal Property Exemption: 

The ñRV Titledò recreational vehicles of military members and/or their spouse with a home of 

record that is not Kansas may qualify for exemption under the Service Members Civil Relief Act.  

The Kansas military person and/or their spouse must file an exemption application with the 

Court of Tax Appeals to receive an exemption for recreational vehicles under the Kansas Statute, 

K.S.A. 79-5121(e).  The county appraiser does not have the discretion to grant the Kansas 

military personôs and/or their spouses RV Titled vehicle an exemption from property taxation 

because K.S.A. 79-5121(e) is not one of the filing exceptions listed in K.S.A. 79-213(l).      
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Antique Titled Motor Vehicles 
 

Kansas statutes define an antique vehicle as ñany vehicle more than thirty-five (35) years old, 

propelled by a motor using petroleum fuel, steam or electricity or any combination thereof.ò   

 

Vehicles that satisfy the statutory requirements for an antique vehicle may qualify for an antique 

vehicle title.  Vehicles which are operational are issued a title that is branded ñantique titleò and 

the vehicle is registered for highway operation.  Vehicles which are not operational are issued a 

title that is branded ñantique title onlyò for non-highway use.  An ñantique registration onlyò 

can be applied for at a later date if the owner wishes to use the vehicle on public highways.  

 

The method of taxing a motor vehicle does not change when it is registered as an antique.  A 

vehicle that is issued an ñantique titleò and registered for highway use continues being assessed 

and taxed in the same manner as it was or would have been prior to being titled and registered as 

an antique vehicle.  Vehicles that are issued an ñantique title onlyò for non-highway use are 

assessed and taxed on the tax roll the same as any other non-highway titled vehicle. 

  

 ñAntique Titleò Vehicles registered for highway use are taxed as follows: 
 

1.  ñTaxed when Taggedò motor vehicles (12,000 lbs. or less): 

A motor vehicle that was ñtaxed when taggedò prior to its antique title-registration should 

continue being taxed in the same manner. The county treasurer is responsible for notifying 

owners of the $12.00 annual tax for ñtaxed when taggedò antique vehicles.  
 

2.  ñ16M/20Mò motor vehicles (16,000 or 20,000 lbs.):  

A motor vehicle that was ñ16M/20Mò prior to its antique title-registration should continue 

being taxed on the ñ16M/20Mò tax roll.  A ñ16M/20Mò antique vehicle is reported annually 

on a personal property rendition and valued based on the formula used to value ñtaxed when 

taggedò motor vehicles.   
 

3.  ñTax Rollò motor vehicles (24,000 lbs. or greater): 

A motor vehicle that was a ñtax rollò motor vehicle prior to its antique title-registration 

should continue being taxed on the tax roll.  ñTax rollò antique vehicles are reported annually 

on a personal property rendition and they are appraised at fair market value.  

 

 ñAntique Title Onlyò Vehicles for non-highway use are taxed as follows:  
 

Vehicles that are issued an ñantique title onlyò for non-highway use are reported annually on a 

personal property rendition and they are appraised at fair market value the same as any other 

non-highway titled vehicle. [KSA 8-166 to 8-170; 79-306d; 79-5100 series] 

 

A ñnon-highway titledò or ñantique title onlyò motor vehicle that is subsequently registered for 

highway use as an ñantique titleò vehicle is then taxed in the same manner as it was when last 

registered for highway use. 

 
NOTE:  The market value of some classic antique vehicles may be higher than the market value 

of other older vehicles that are not considered ñclassics.ò  
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Kit Vehicles 
 

Kit vehicles are generally replicas of classic production vehicles.  The ñkitò is sold to an 

individual who must purchase other parts (engine, tires, etc.) to assemble the vehicle.  The ñkitò 

is sold with a title that indicates the year, make and model the ñkitò vehicle will resemble after it 

is assembled.  For example, the ñkitò title may indicate the vehicle is a 1966 Shelby Cobra.  

Upon its completion, the Kansas title for the 1966 Shelby Cobra ñkitò car which was inspected 

and titled in the year 2012, would appear as follows: 
  

Year: 2012 Make: MFGD (manufactured) Model: Kit66   VIN:  KS100001  
 

Model Year ï determined by the year the kit vehicle is inspected by the highway patrol.  
 

Make ï ñMFGDò is the designated make for all kit vehicles that meet the criteria.  
 

Model ï the make abbreviation and two-digit year of kit body used for the kit vehicle. 
 

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)  ï since a kit vehicle is not a ñmass producedò vehicle, the Kansas VIN 

that begins with the letters KS is assigned by the Highway Patrol when the vehicle is inspected. 

 

 

Valuing Kit Vehicles: 
 

After it is fully assembled and ready for use on public roads, the kit vehicle must pass inspection 

by the Kansas Highway Patrol. The year, make, model and VIN of the vehicle is determined by 

the Highway Patrol and documented on the ñMVE-1ò inspection form. The county appraiser is 

responsible for determining market value for tax roll vehicles.  PVD determines class codes for 

taxed when tagged and 16M/20M kit vehicles.  Since a ñManufacturers Suggested Retail Priceò 

on which to base the class code for a kit vehicle does not exist, the appraiser must obtain the total 

cost to produce the kit vehicle. Kit vehicles built by companies that specialize in the production 

of kit vehicles for resale are referred to as ñTurnkeyò vehicles.   The ñturnkeyò price can be used 

as the ñtotal value baseò when determining the class code or market value of the kit vehicle.  

 

Taxed When Tagged and 16M/20M Vehicles (12M or less and 16M/20M): 
 

The ñValuation of Kit or Assembled Vehicle Worksheetò on page 39 can be used to collect the 

cost data necessary for PVD to determine the vehicle class code.  Fax the completed worksheet 

along with the MVE-1, vehicle titles, and all invoices or cost data to the PVD Personal Property 

Section at (785) 296-2320.  PVD will notify the county once a class code is determined for the 

taxed when tagged or 16M/20M motor vehicle.   When the documentation provided is not 

sufficient to determine a class code, PVD staff will need to contact the vehicle owner for 

additional information. [KSA 79-5100 series] 

 

Tax-roll Vehicles (24M or greater and Non-highway): 
 

The ñValuation of Kit or Assembled Vehicle Worksheetò on page 39 can be a useful tool for 

documenting the value of a newly assembled kit vehicle.  If  a comprehensive list of all 

components, labor, paint and reasonable costs for each are provided, the ñtotal base valueò 

may represent the market value of the newly assembled vehicle.  Once the market value is 

established, follow the procedures for Tax Roll Motor Vehicles found in the Motor Vehicle 

section of the guide.  The county appraiser must annually determine the market value of kit 

vehicles on the tax roll.   [KSA 79-306d] 
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Valuation of Kit or Assembled Vehicle Worksheet 
 

A comprehensive list of all components, labor, paint and reasonable costs for each must be 

listed.  The actual documented retail costs to the assembler must be documented.  If the costs to 

the assembler are not available, a supportable estimate of retail costs and their source can be 

documented.   For assistance contact the PVD Personal Property Section at (785)296-2365. 

 

Tax Roll Motor Vehicles:  the ñTotal Value Baseò may reflect the market value of the newly 

assembled vehicle if  a comprehensive list of costs for all components, paint, & labor is provided. 

 

Taxed when Tagged and 16M/20M vehicle class codes:  Fax the completed worksheet along 

with all support documentation to the PVD Personal Property Section at (785)296-2320. 

 

Item         Cost    
 

Kit package       $_______________________ 
 

 Chassis/Frame       $_______________________ 
 

 Steering and Suspension     $_______________________ 
 

 Engine        $_______________________ 
 

 Transmission       $_______________________ 
 

 Rear End Axle       $_______________________ 
 

 Fuel System       $_______________________ 
 

 Interior (carpet, seats, etc)     $_______________________ 
 

 Paint and Body Work Materials    $_______________________ 
 

 Travel Components: Wheels    $_______________________ 
 

    Tires     $_______________________ 
 

    Brakes     $_______________________ 
  

Electrical:  Lights     $_______________________ 
 

   Ignition System   $_______________________ 
 

   Wiring System   $_______________________ 
 

Estimated Labor Costs     $_______________________ 
 

TOTAL VALUE BASE       $_______________________ 
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Assembled Vehicles 
 

Assembled vehicles are vehicles made from the parts (frame, engine, and body) of three different 

vehicles.  Unibody vehicles are made from the parts of two different vehicles.  Assembled 

vehicles are not mass produced vehicles.  Usually an individual builds (assembles) a vehicle 

from the parts of different vehicles to create a ñnewò vehicle.  Simply installing a new engine in 

a vehicle is not considered an assembled vehicle.  An example of an assembled vehicle would 

be a 1985 Ford body, 1979 Chevy frame, and a 1982 Ford engine made into one vehicle. Upon 

its completion, the Kansas title for this assembled vehicle, if inspected and titled in the year 

2012, would appear as follows: 
 

YEAR: 2012 MAKE: ASVE MODEL:  Ford85  VIN: Manuf. VIN or KS100001  
 

Model Year ï determined by the year the assembled vehicle is inspected by the highway patrol.   
 

Make ï ñASVEò is the designated make for all assembled vehicles that meet the criteria.  
 

Model ï four-letter make abbreviation and two-digit year of vehicle body used to make the assembled vehicle. 
 

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)  ï the manufacturerôs VIN from the vehicle body, if the manufacturerôs 

VIN has been lawfully removed, the Kansas VIN that begins with the letters KS is assigned by the Highway 

Patrol when the vehicle is inspected. 

 

Valuing Assembled Vehicles: 
 

After it is fully assembled and ready for use on public roads, the assembled vehicle must pass 

inspection by the Kansas Highway Patrol. The year, make, model and VIN of the vehicle is 

determined by the Kansas Highway Patrol and documented on the ñMVE-1ò inspection form.  

The county appraiser is responsible for determining the market value of ñtax rollò vehicles.  

PVD determines class codes for taxed when tagged and 16M/20M vehicles.  Since a 

ñManufacturers Suggested Retail Priceò on which to base the class code for an assembled vehicle 

does not exist, the appraiser must obtain the total cost to produce the assembled vehicle.   

 

Taxed When Tagged and 16M/20M Vehicles (12M or less and 16M/20M):  
 

The ñValuation of Kit or Assembled Vehicle Worksheetò on page 39 can be used to collect the 

cost data necessary for PVD to determine the vehicle class code. Fax the completed worksheet 

along with the MVE-1, vehicle titles, and all invoices or cost data to the PVD Personal Property 

Section at (785) 296-2320.  PVD will notify the county once a class code is determined for the 

taxed when tagged or 16M/20M motor vehicle.   When the documentation provided is not 

sufficient to determine a class code, PVD staff will need to contact the vehicle owner for 

additional information. [KSA 79-5100 series] 

 

Tax-roll Vehicles (24M or greater and Non-highway): 
 

The ñValuation of Kit or Assembled Vehicle Worksheetò on page 39 can be a useful tool for 

documenting the value of a newly assembled vehicle.  If  a comprehensive list of all 

components, labor, paint and reasonable costs for each are provided, the ñtotal base valueò 

may represent the market value of the newly assembled vehicle.  Once the market value is 

determined, follow the procedures for Tax Roll Motor Vehicles found in the Motor Vehicle 

section of the guide.  The county appraiser must annually determine the market value of 

assembled vehicles on the tax roll.   [KSA 79-306d] 
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Gray Market Motor Vehicles 
 

A ñGray Marketò motor vehicle is defined for valuation purposes as ña foreign-produced motor 

vehicle that is imported outside regular manufacturer distribution channels.ò   These vehicles are 

manufactured for sale in foreign countries only. Owners moving to this country typically bring 

the vehicles into the United States.   

 

 

The vehicle identification number (VIN) for the gray market vehicle is slightly different than the 

VIN for the same model U.S.-produced vehicle.   As a result, a class code can not be found in the 

state motor vehicle system for a gray market vehicle that is registered taxed when tagged or 

16M/20M.  The PVD Personal Property Section at (785) 296-2365 can assist the county with 

taxed when tagged and 16M/20M class codes for gray market vehicles.   When the Personal 

Property staff is not available, the county appraiser can assign the class code of a similar year, 

make and model U.S.-produced vehicle as a ñtemporary class code. Procedures for assigning 

ñtemporaryò class codes are found under ñTemporary/Tentative Class Codesò in the Motor 

Vehicle section of this guide.  

 

 

Gray market vehicles that are registered 24M or greater tag or are non-highway titled are 

classified as tax roll motor vehicles.   Tax roll motor vehicles are valued at market value for 

property tax purposes.  To determine the market value of a gray market vehicle, the county 

appraiser can use the ñtrade inò value from the NADA Official Used Car Guide for a similar year, 

make and model U.S.-produced vehicle.  A similar value from another nationally recognized 

automobile pricing guide could also be used or the county appraiser can consult with two or 

more independent experts to obtain an estimate of market value. Your findings must be 

documented.    [KSA 79-5100 series; 79-306d] 
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Ambulances 
 

Ambulances are generally categorized into three ñtypesò.  PVD makes a distinction between ñType Iò 

ambulances built on a one ton or less chassis (light duty) and ñType Iò ambulance built on greater 

than one ton chassis (medium/heavy duty) for valuation purposes. 
 

TYPE I (light duty): Consists of a modular unit with para-medical equipment integrally installed.  
The module is mounted on a small truck chassis of one ton or less. 

 

TYPE I (med. duty): Consists of a modular unit with para-medical equipment integrally installed.  

The module is mounted on a medium/heavy duty truck chassis greater than one 

ton.   
 

TYPE II:  Is a van conversion that includes para-medical equipment.  This type of 

ambulance is becoming obsolete and few dealers are selling them. 
 

TYPE III: Is similar to a Type I ambulance, but wider.  The module is mounted on a RV 
Cutaway or widened van and has a walk-through compartment from the driver 

cab to the back section.   
 

Most ambulances are valued and taxed under the ñTaxed When Taggedò system.  Use the table 

below to determine the class code for the appropriate type of ambulance. The county appraiser can 

not adjust the value of taxed when tagged motor vehicles. 
 

CLASS CODES FOR AMBULANCES REGISTERED 12M OR 16M/20M 
 

Model  Type I - Light Duty  Type I ï Med/Hvy Duty Type II           Type III  

Year         Gas / Diesel              Gas/Diesel  Gas/Dsl          Gas/Dsl  
 

1990 ï 1991          30        31       -           -   25    26 

1992          32        32       -           -   25    26 32    33  

1993          34        35       -           -   26    27 32    33  

1994          35        36       -           -   26    27 32    33  

1995          37        38       -           -   28    29 35    36  

1996          42        43       -           -   31    32 39    40  

1997          43        44      54   32    33 42    43  

1998          45        46      57   33    34 43    44  

1999          46        48      59   34    35 45    47  

2000 ï 2001         48        50      64   35    37 47    49  

2002          49        51      65   36    37 48    50 

2003          51        52      67   37    38 51    51 

2004          52         53      68   37    39 51    52 

2005          52         54      69   38    39 51    52 

2006          53         59      71   38    42 51    57 

2007                      55         61      75   40    43 53    58 

2008                      61         64      79   43    46 59    62  

2009          68        67      87   47    48 65    65 

2010          77         72      95   50    51 73    70 

2011          81         74      98   53    53 77    73 

2012          83         77     101   54    54   79    75 
1980 and older models:  if a class code has not been previously assigned to a 1980 and older model vehicle, assign 

a class code one to generate the $12.00 minimum tax required by law.   
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 Ambulances registered with a 16M or 20M tag: use the ñClass Codes for Ambulances 

Registered 12M or 16M/20Mò chart (page 42) to determine the class code.  Once the class 

code is determined, refer to the ñ16M/20M Motor Vehiclesò Section of this guide for 

valuation procedures.  The county appraiser can not adjust the value for 16M/20M registered 

motor vehicles.   

 

 

 Ambulances valued on the tax roll: multiply the appropriate replacement cost new value by 

the percent good factor for the model year of the vehicle to determine its market value. The 

county appraiser can adjust the value of a tax roll vehicle if the vehicle has been damaged or 

wrecked.  

 

 

AMBULANCE REPLACEMENT COST NEW  

 

TYPE:  TYPE I-LT DUTY TYPE I-MED DUTY  TYPE II TYPE III  

 

GAS ENG 146,300 N/A 88,900             138,100  

DSL ENG 134,600 182,700 89,800 130,900 
    

 

 

AMBULANCE PERCENT GOOD SCALE  

 

MDL YEAR : 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002  

% GOOD:  67% 50% 38% 28% 21% 16% 12%  9%  7%  5%  

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Functional obsolescence may have an impact on the value of certain specialized 

medical-type equipment in ambulances. The county appraiser is allowed to deviate from the 

guide on an individual piece of property for just cause and in a manner consistent with achieving 

market value. [KSA 79-5100 series; 79-306d; 79-1456] 
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School Buses 
 

School buses that are registered to operate under a ñhaul for hireò authority are state assessed for 

property purposes.   School buses that are county assessed for property tax purposes are 

generally valued and taxed under the ñTaxed When Taggedò system.   
 

Use the table below to determine the class code for the school bus.  Match the model year with 

the rated number of seats to determine the class code.  The county appraiser can not adjust the 

value of taxed when tagged motor vehicles.   
 

CLASS CODES FOR SCHOOL BUSES REGISTERED 12M OR 16M/20M 
 

Model Year     Rated Number of Seats 
   16 20 35 47 53 59 65 71 78 
   

1985 ï 1987   18 19 20 21 21 21 22 22    

1988 ï 1989   19 20 21 22 22 23 23 23 

1990 ï 1992  20 22 23 24 24 24 25 25    

1993   21 22 24 25 25 26 26 28  

1994   21 23 25 26 26 27 28 30  

1995 ï 1996   22 24 27 28 29 29 30 33  

1997   23 25 28 29 29 30 31 33  

1998 ï 1999   24 25 30 30 31 31 33 35  

2000   25 27 32 32 33 33 35 35  

2001   25 28 32 32 33 34 35 38 

2002   25 28 32 33 34 34 35 38 

2003   26 28 32 34 34 35 36 38 

2004 Gas   26 28 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2004 Diesel 28 30 34 36 36 37 38 40 

2005 Gas  26 28 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2005 Diesel 28 30 35 37 37 37 39 40   

2006 Gas  26 28 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2006 Diesel 29 30 36 38 39 40 41 42 

2007 Gas  27 29 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2007 Diesel 29 31 38 41 43 44 45 46 47 

2008 Gas  27 30 33 34 34 35 36 38    

2008 Diesel 30 33 41 43 44 45 45 47 47 

2009 Gas  29 31 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2009 Diesel 31 35 43 44 45 46 47 47 48 

2010 Gas  30 33 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2010 Diesel 33 35 45 47 48 49 50 51 50 

2011 Gas  32 34 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2011 Diesel 34 37 45 47 48 49 50 51 52 

2012 Gas  33 34 33 34 34 35 36 38 

2012 Diesel 36 37 46 48 49 50 50 51 52 

 

 1980 and older models: if a class code has not been previously assigned to a 1980 and older 

model vehicle, assign a class code one to generate the $12.00 minimum tax required by law. 
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School Buses registered with a 16M/20M tag: use the ñClass Codes for School Buses 

Registered 12M or 16M/20Mò chart (page 44) to determine the class code.  Once the class code 

is determined, follow the valuation procedures outlined in the ñ16M/20M Motor Vehiclesò 

Section of this guide.  The county appraiser can not adjust the value for 16M/20M registered 

motor vehicles.   

 

 

 School Buses valued on the tax roll: multiply the appropriate replacement cost new value 

by the percent good factor for the model year of the vehicle to determine its market value. 

The county appraiser can adjust the value of a tax roll vehicle if the vehicle has been 

damaged or wrecked. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BUS REPLACEMENT COST NEW  

 

SEATS 16 20 35 47 53 59 65 71 78  

 

GAS ENG 47,500    49,300    46,700   49,000 49,500 50,500    53,400 57,200 

DSL ENG 53,600    55,400    73,500    76,400    78,700    80,400    82,000    83,500 85,900  

 

Note:  

Add 8,000 for a wheelchair lift with door. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BUS PERCENT GOOD SCALE 

 

MDL YEAR:  2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 

GOOD: 75% 65% 55% 45% 35% 25% 20% 15% 10%  5% 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The county appraiser is allowed to deviate from the guide on an individual piece of 

property for just cause and in a manner consistent with achieving market value.  
 

 [KSA 79-5100 series; 79-306d; 79-1456] 
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Small Buses 
 

Small buses are typically built on a van chassis with a specialized conversion package added or 

on a commercial/RV cutaway chassis with a specialized body added.  These types of buses are 

commonly used as shuttle buses, medical patient transports, institutional courtesy vehicles or 

very small school buses.    
 

Generally, this type of bus is registered with a 12M tag and valued and taxed under the ñTaxed 

When Taggedò system.  Use the table below to determine the class code.  The county appraiser 

can not adjust the value for taxed when tagged motor vehicles.  
 

CLASS CODES FOR SMALL BUSES REGISTERED 12M OR 16M/20M 
 

Model Year    Rated Number of Seats      

   10 12 13-16  17 19 20 25 29  
 

1985 ï 1987  18 18    18  20 22 23 - -   

1988 ï 1990  19 19    19  22 24 25 - -  

1991   19 20    20  22 25 26 - -  

1992 ï 1996   20 20    20  23 25 26 - -  

1997   23 24    25  27 29 29 33 36  

1998   25 26    26  28 29 30 33 36  

1999   27 29    29  30 32 32 33 36  

2000   27 29    29  30 32 33 34 36  

2001   27 29    30  31 32 33 34 36 

2002   27 29    30  31 32 33 34 36 

2003   28 29    31  31 33 33 35 38 

2004 Gas  28 30    31  31 33 34 35 38 

2004 Diesel  30 32    33  34 35 36 38 40 

2005 Gas  28 30    32  32 33 34 36 39 

2005 Diesel  31 32    34  35 35 37 39 41 

2006 Gas  29 31    32  32 34 34 36 40 

2006 Diesel  31 33    34  35 36 37 38 42 

2007 Gas  29 31    32  33 34 35 37 41 

2007 Diesel  32 34    35  36 37 37 40 44 

2008 Gas  30 32           33  33 34 35 38 41 

2008 Diesel  33 35    36  36 37 38 41 44 

2009 Gas  31 33    34  35 35 36 39 44 

2009 Diesel  34 36    37  38 39 39 42 47 

2010 Gas  32 33    34  35 36 37 39 45 

2010 Diesel  35 36    37  38 39 40 42 48 

2011 Gas  32 33    34  35 37 38 40 45 

2011 Diesel  38 38    39  40 42 44 45 50 

2012 Gas  33 33    35  36 37 38 41 46 

2012 Diesel  38 39    40  41 43 44 46 51 

 1980 and older models: if a class code has not been previously assigned to a 1980 and older 

model vehicle, assign a class code one to generate the $12.00 minimum tax required by law. 
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 Small buses registered with a 16M or 20M tag: use the ñClass Codes for Small Buses 

Registered 12M or 16M/20Mò chart (page 46) to determine the class code.  Once the class 

code is determined, follow the valuation procedures outlined in the ñ16M/20M Motor 

Vehiclesò Section of this guide.  The county appraiser can not adjust the value for 16M/20M 

registered motor vehicles.  

 

  

 Small buses valued on the tax roll: multiply the total replacement cost new value by the 

percent good factor for the model year of the vehicle to determine its market value. The 

county appraiser can adjust the value of a tax roll vehicle if the vehicle has been damaged or 

wrecked.    

 

 

 

SMALL BUS (w/Air) REPLACEMENT COST NEW  

 

SEATS 10      12     13-16      17             19    20        25     29  

 

GAS ENG 47,500      47,600 50,900      52,100 55,900     57,800     62,100 72,500 

DSL ENG 58,000      58,100 61,400      62,600 66,400     68,300     72,600 83,000 

 

Notes: 

Add 8,000 for wheelchair lift with door.   

Deduct 5,500 for no air conditioning.   

 

 

 

SMALL BUS PERCENT GOOD SCALE 

 

MDL YEAR:  2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002   

% GOOD:  75% 65% 55% 45% 35% 30% 25% 20% 15% 10% 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The county appraiser is allowed to deviate from the guide on an individual piece of 

property for just cause and in a manner consistent with achieving market value.  

 
 [KSA 79-5100 series; 79-306d; 79-1456] 
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Intermediate and Large Transit Buses 
 

Intermediate and large transit buses have a net (empty) weight over 12,000 pounds.  Therefore, 

they should never be registered under the taxed when tagged system.  The title may reflect the 

chassis weight only, which does not include the body of the bus or the weight of the passengers.   

 

 

Intermediate and large transit buses registered with a 16M/20M tag:  call the PVD Personal 

Property Section at 785-296-2365 for a class code.  Once the class code is determined, follow the 

valuation procedures outlined in the ñ16M/20M Motor Vehiclesò Section of this guide.  The 

county appraiser can not adjust the value for 16M/20M registered motor vehicles.   

 

 

Intermediate and large transit buses valued on the tax roll: multiply the total replacement 

cost new value by the percent good factor for the model year of the vehicle to determine its 

market value. The county appraiser can adjust the value of a tax roll vehicle if the vehicle has 

been damaged or wrecked. 

 
INTERMEDIATE & LARGE TRANSIT BUS REPLACEMENT C OST NEW 

 

SEATS 16-25  28  35  44  65    

 

VALUE  392,000 395,300 410,000 421,100 472,900  

 

Notes: 

Values include diesel engine, air conditioning, and wheel chair lift.    

Add 3,000 for cushion seats. 

Deduct 25,000 for no wheel chair lift.  

Deduct 20,000 for no air conditioning. 

 

 

INTERMEDIATE & LARGE TRANSIT BUS PERCENT GOOD SCALE  

 

MDL YEAR:  2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002   

% GOOD: 75% 65% 55% 45% 35% 30% 25% 20% 15% 10% 

 
Completely remanufactured transit buses are to be considered new as of the year of 

remanufacture.  The new or depreciated value is factored by .667 to account for loss in value 

because of depreciation due to ñbone structureò and functional obsolescence.   

 

Because of the various types and quality levels of buses within this class, it is recommended that 

careful consideration be given to situations in which values of buses may be higher than the 

values claimed by taxpayers.  Vehicle inspection, examination of bills of sale, and conversations 

with dealers or manufacturers are recommended.  You may also contact PVD for assistance. 
  [KSA 79-306d; 79-5105a] 
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Inter -City Buses 
 

Inter-city buses have a net (empty) weight over 12,000 pounds.  Therefore, they should never be 

registered under the taxed when tagged system.  The title may reflect the chassis weight only, 

which does not include the body of the bus or the weight of the passengers.   

 

 

Inter -city buses registered with a 16M/20M tag: call the PVD Personal Property at 785-296-

2365 for a class code.  Once the class code is determined, follow the valuation procedures 

outlined in the ñ16M/20M Motor Vehiclesò Section of this guide.  The county appraiser can not 

adjust the value for 16M/20M registered motor vehicles.   

 

 

Inter -city buses valued on the tax roll: multiply the total replacement cost new value by the 

percent good factor for the model year of the vehicle to determine its market value. The county 

appraiser can adjust the value of a tax roll vehicle if the vehicle has been damaged or wrecked. 

 

 

INTER -CITY BUS REPLACEMENT COST NEW  

 

SEATS  39  45  47  49  55    

 

VALUE  250,000         275,000           483,600           483,600            500,000            

 

Note: 

Values include diesel engine and air conditioning.    

 

Add 33,000 for wheelchair lift with door 

 

**72 seat bus omitted due to lack of sources. 

 

 

INTER -CITY BUS PERCENT GOOD SCALE 

 
MDL YEAR:    2011  2010     2009     2008      2007      2006       2005     2004      2003     2002      2001      2000      1999 

% GOOD:  80%   67%    55%   49%    43%    37%     31%    25%    20%    17%    15%    13%    11% 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The county appraiser is allowed to deviate from the guide on an individual piece of 

property for just cause and in a manner consistent with achieving market value.  
 
 [KSA 79-5100 series; 79-306d; 79-1456] 
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Kalmar  / Ottawa Brand Yard/Terminal  Tractors 
 

Ottawa yard tractors are specially designed motor vehicles that are manufactured by the 

Kalmar/Ottawa Truck Corporation located in Ottawa, Kansas.  Yard tractors are built on a 

medium or heavy-duty chassis and typically have a cab that holds one person.  The yard tractors 

are designed to move items around in ports, container facilities, distribution centers, etc.  Most 

yard tractors are used only on the business property or ñyardò and are not driven on the 

roadways.   

 

Some models of Ottawa brand yard tractors are specifically manufactured as off road vehicles.  

Off road yard tractors that are not made for use on public roads are classified within the 

ñCommercialò subclass and valued in the same manner as other commercial and industrial 

machinery and equipment.  Refer to the ñCommercial/Industrial Machinery and Equipmentò 

section of this guide for information on valuing equipment in the commercial subclass.   

 

Other models of Ottawa brand yard tractors come with a DOT automotive certified engine, they 

are street legal, and have a 17 digit VIN. Yard tractors that are manufactured for use on public 

roads should be classified and valued as tax roll because they are considered truck-tractors. 

 

 Ottawa brand yard tractors valued on the tax roll: multiply the total replacement cost 

new value by the percent good factor for the model year of the vehicle to determine its 

market value. The county appraiser can adjust the value of a tax roll vehicle if the vehicle has 

been damaged or wrecked.   

 

 

OTTAWA BRAND YAR D TRACTORS REPLACEMENT COST NEW  
 

MODEL  30-Gas        30-Dsl         50-Dsl         60-Dsl         Opt 100-Dsl        Opt 150-Dsl 

 

VALUE  41,000        86,000        111,000          136,500          74,000                  88,100 

 

OTTAWA  BRAND YARD TRACTORS PERCENT GOOD SCALE  
 

MDL YEAR:    2011  2010     2009     2008     2007     2006    2005     2004     2003      2002     2001     2000     1999    1998  

% GOOD:      76%   61%    47% 38%   32%    26%   21%   17%   14%    12%   10%    9%     8%     7% 

 

 

NOTE: PVD will not assign a class code to any semi-truck tractor pursuant to the February 26, 

1998 memorandum from the Kansas Division of Vehicles to all county treasurers.  In the 

memorandum, the Division of Vehicles instructed county treasurers ñIt will be required that  all  

semi-truck tractors be registered for a gross weight of 24,000 (24M) pounds or greaterò.  

Therefore, all semi-truck tractors, regardless of their registered tag weight, are classified as ñtax 

rollò motor vehicles within subclass 4 where they are valued at market value and assessed at 

30%. 
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Hearses 
 

Most hearses are valued and taxed under the ñtaxed when taggedò system.  Use the chart below 

to determine the class code. The county appraiser can not adjust the value for taxed when tagged 

motor vehicles. 

 

CLASS CODES FOR HEARSES REGISTERED 12M OR 16M/20M  
 

  Buick   Cadillac           

Model   Estate      Rear Manual   Cadillac     Automatic      Lincoln   

Year  Wagon     Service Side  Commercial     Side                Continental  
 

1985 &  1986 21       27   28         -        29            -  

1987  23       27   29         -       30            -  

1988  26       28   29         -       30            - 

1989  26       28   30         -       30            - 

1990  27       29    -         -          -            - 

1991  28       30    -         -         -            - 

1992  30       32    -         -         -            34 

1993  31       34    -         -         -            35 

1994  31       34    -         -         -            35 

1995  33       37    -         -         -            38 

1996  35       40    -         -         -            41 

1997  36       42    -         -         -            42 

1998  36       42    -         -         -            42 

1999  36       42    -         -         -            42 

2000  36       45    -         -         -            46 

2001  36                    47                     46 

2002  36                    49                     47 

2003  36                  51                     47 

2004        51   48 

2005      51   49 

2006      51   49 

2007      52   50 

2008      53   52 

2009      56   54  

2010 - 2012           57              55 

 

 1980 and older models: if a class code has not been previously assigned to a 1980 and older 

model vehicle, assign a class code one to generate the $12.00 minimum tax required by law.    

 

 Hearses registered with a 16M or 20M tag: use the ñClass Codes for Hearses Registered 

12M or 16M/20Mò chart to determine the class code.  Once the class code is determined, 

follow the valuation procedures outlined in the ñ16M/20M Motor Vehiclesò Section of this 

guide.  The county appraiser can not adjust the value for 16M/20M registered motor vehicles.   



 

2012 Personal Property Valuation Guide 

Revised 12/2011  Page 52 Motor Vehicles 
 

Hearses valued on the tax roll: multiply the appropriate replacement cost new value by the 

percent good factor for the model year of the vehicle to determine its market value. The county 

appraiser can adjust the value of a tax roll vehicle if the vehicle has been damaged or wrecked. 

 

 

HEARSE REPLACEMENT COST NEW  

 

Model Year  Make    RCN  

 

2012   Cadillac Commercial  94,600 

2012   Lincoln Continental  90,600 

 

 

HEARSE PERCENT GOOD SCALE 

 

MDL YEAR:  2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004  

% GOOD:  67% 50% 38% 28% 21% 16% 12%  9% 

 

 

 

NOTE:  The county appraiser is allowed to deviate from the guide on an individual piece of 

property for just cause and in a manner consistent with achieving market value.  
 

 [KSA 79-5100 series; 79-306d; 79-1456] 

 

 

 

Limousines 
 

The NADA Van/Truck Conversion and Limousine Appraisal Guide defines a limousine as ña 

custom designed interior for a sedan automobile.  In most cases cut and stretched to increase the 

seating capacity.ò  Limousines do not have special vehicle identification numbers to indicate 

what they are.  Most limousines are made from Cadillac and Lincoln chassis.  However, the 

popularity of converting sport utility vehicles, pickups and Hummers into limousines is 

increasing.     

 

The automobile chassis or frame is cut in half and extensions are added to ñstretchò the length of 

the vehicle and a limousine conversion package is then added to the stretched frame to fabricate 

the limousine.  The cost of a conversion package can range anywhere from $20,000 to $50,000 

or more.  Converting a vehicle into a limousine significantly increases the base retail price for 

the completed vehicle.  As a result, the class code for a limousine will be much higher than an 

automobile without the limousine conversion.   

 

Contact the PVD Personal Property Section at (785) 296-2365 for a class code or additional 

valuation instructions whenever the vehicle being registered is a limousine. 
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State Assessed Vehicles 
 
Vehicles that are reported to the state: 
 

Motor carriers when, operating under a ñhaul for hireò authority or ñprivate and ñhaul for hireò 

authorities report their motor vehicles and trailers to the State Assessed Motor Carriers Bureau for 

property tax purposes.  They list their information on the Kansas Motor Carrier Property Tax 

Rendition.  The rendition must be filed with the Division of Property Valuation (PVD) on or before 

March 20th of each year. [KSA 79-6a02 ï 6a04] 

 

State assessed motor carriers are required to show proof of property tax assessment by the state 

(PVD) whenever a vehicle is titled or registered through the county.  The motor carrierôs stamped 

copy of the current year ñKansas Motor Carrier Renditionò or the ñDeclaration of State Assessment 

for a Newly Acquired Vehicleò from PVD provides the county with evidence that the vehicle is state 

assessed.  Vehicles with proof of state assessment should typically be given a class code 930 (State 

Assessed Haul for Hire Motor Carriers) on their registration.  Whenever proof of state assessment 

by PVD can not be shown, the county should assess the vehicle(s) for property tax purposes.    

 [K.S.A. 8-173] 

 

Note:  The Division of Property Valuation is unable provide counties with a list of vehicles that are 

state assessed because of the excessive number of renditions filed.   

 

Vehicles that are to be reported to the county: 

 

Motor carriers operating under ñno authorityò or that have ñprivate authority onlyò are to report 

their motor vehicles and trailers to the county on a rendition for personal property tax purposes. 

 

Some motor carriers obtain an ñapportioned registrationò through the Kansas Motor Carriers Service 

Bureau (KMCSB).  An apportioned registration allows the motor carrier the ability to travel within 

more than one state.  It is a registration only and does not change the responsibility of the motor 

carrier to report their motor vehicle to the appropriate taxing authority.  If the motor carrier has ñno 

authorityò or ñprivate authority onlyò they are still to be county assessed. [K.S.A. 8-173]  

 

Terminology: 

 

ñHaul for Hireò authority ï Paid to haul the property of others; trucking companies, taxi cabs,   

wreckers, buses, etc. 

 

ñPrivateò authority ï Haul only their own goods; motor carriers with ñprivate authority onlyò are 

assessed at the county level.  (Walmart, etc) 

 

ñHaul for Hireò and ñPrivateò authority ï Motor carriers with both types of authorities are assessed at 

the state level. 

 

ñNoò Authority ï Not required to be registered for an authority with the KCC, motor carriers who 

use their vehicles to haul sand, rock, and/or gravel.  These are assessed at the county level. 

 

The following pages are examples of the forms that the state assessed motor carriers are required to 

file. 
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