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INDUSTRY NOTICE 

 
 
SUBJECT:   Cigarette and Tobacco Enforcement Team Updates  
 
DATE:         June 29, 2009 
 
Dear Licensee: 
 
In 2007, the Kansas Department of Revenue (KDOR) and the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 
Services (SRS) established the Cigarette and Tobacco Enforcement Team (CATE).  The Team is 
headquartered in the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Division within the KDOR.  Some of the 
objectives of the CATE team are: 

1. Increase the enforcement of the state cigarette and tobacco laws, especially the underage sales of 
cigarette and tobacco products to minors; 

2. Maintain compliance with the federal Synar Amendment as it relates to the sale of cigarette and 
tobacco to underage persons; 

3. Educate licensees on how to remain in compliance with state cigarette and tobacco laws; and 
4. Ensure compliance with the Master Settlement Agreement requirements and its components. 

 
Our purpose for this communication is to foster a working relationship with licensees and continue to 
move closer toward self compliance by providing education and regulatory information. However, should 
a sale be made to an underage individual, we will take the appropriate enforcement action.  This will 
include the CATE Inspector reviewing the violation with the licensee and clerk and issuing an 
administrative citation to the licensee and a criminal citation to the clerk who made the sale.   
 
A simple way to avoid such violations is to request each customer’s ID or Driver’s License to verify the 
age of the patron before making a sale.  Enclosed is an example of how to verify the age on a Kansas 
driver’s license.  Remember, “If it’s Vertical and Green, They’re not 18!”  For additional copies at no 
cost, go to http://itseverybodysbusiness.org or call 1-800-206-7231. 
 
K.S.A. 79-3326 authorizes agents and inspectors of the Department of Revenue to enforce the cigarette 
and tobacco products act with all the powers of peace and police officers within the state of Kansas.  The 
use of persons under the age of 18 to assist in the enforcement of the laws prohibiting sales to underage 
individuals is authorized by K.S.A. 79-3394.   
 
As a reminder, the Cigarette and Tobacco Enforcement Inspectors sometimes work in conjunction with 
local law enforcement officers, but most often work as a single law enforcement entity when conducting 
enforcement activities at cigarette licensees.  Any mistreatment of our employees (underage persons 
and/or CATE Inspectors) will be deemed as aggravating circumstances and may result in increased fines.  
Further, should those actions meet the criteria for a criminal offense it will likely result in the filing of a 
criminal complaint with the local prosecutor. 
 

http://itseverybodysbusiness.org/


Legislative Change - There’s been a recent change to K.S.A.50-6a04 regarding the sale of products not 
listed on the Attorney General’s Safe Harbor lists.  Once a brand is no longer on either of these lists, it 
can no longer be stamped, sold or possessed in Kansas.  To confirm the products approved for sale go to 
http://www.ksag.org/content/page/id/488 and view the following documents: 
 

State of Kansas Safe Harbor List for Non-Participating Manufacturers 
State of Kansas Safe Harbor List for Participating Manufacturers 

 
Authorized Cigarette Sales – Licensed retail dealers MUST purchase their cigarettes from a Kansas 
licensed wholesale dealer.  When selling to retail dealers, wholesale dealers must sell to licensed retail 
dealers. A list of licensed dealers is on the Cigarette and Tobacco Related Links on the ABC website 
http://www.ksrevenue.org/abc.htm  Applications, forms and other miscellaneous information are also 
available on the ABC website. 
 
Reminder to all licensees - Cigarette and tobacco licenses will be expiring on December 31, 2009.  Be 
sure to watch your mail in September for the renewal packets and instructions for renewing your license. 
 
For additional information, please visit our website or contact our office at 785-296-7015.  Emails are 
preferred and may be sent to KDOR_CATE_Team@kdor.state.ks.us 
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and your compliance with the Kansas cigarette and tobacco 
laws. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Original signature on file   Original signature on file 
____________________________________ _________________________________ 
Thomas W. Groneman    Steve Stotts 
Director of Alcoholic Beverage Control  Director of Taxation 
 
 
 
Enc:  Brochure 
          
cc:  Joan Wagnon, Secretary of Revenue 
       Don Jordan, Secretary of SRS 
       Joyce Cussimanio, SRS 
       Shelly Bearman, Governor’s Office 
       Audit Services 
       Division of ABC 
       Division of Taxation 
       Legal Services 
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