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Suspect in Twin Lakes shooting owes almost $400,000 in unpaid taxes

TOPEKA--The suspect in the shooting incident against a tax warrant officer at the Twin Lakes
Tax Office has multiple tax warrants that amount to almost $400,000, according to documents
filed by the Kansas Department of Revenue in Sedgwick County District Court.

The two tax warrants are filed against Ricky T. Wirths and Rick Wirths Construction, both
located at 918 W 35t St. N, Wichita, Kan. One tax warrant amounts to $196,455.36 in unpaid
sales tax. The other tax warrant amounts to $198,250.02 for unpaid consumers compensating
use tax.

The asset seizure performed to recover the unpaid taxes owed by Wirths started Tuesday
morning at 11:59 a.m. in conjunction with Sedgwick County Sherriff’s deputies.

The Department utilizes a variety of methods to attempt to collect unpaid taxes before seizing
assets as a last resort. KDOR'’s policy is to first work with taxpayers in delinquent status to
voluntarily enter into repayment agreements. If that effort fails, the Department is forced to
issue a tax warrant, utilizing methods like bank levies, till taps, and ultimately asset seizure to
ensure compliance with the law.

When performing an asset seizure, KDOR tax agents are always accompanied by local law
enforcement.

“Asset seizure is the very last resort,” said Revenue Secretary Sam Williams. “Our agents work
tirelessly in good faith with the taxpayer to try to set up payment plans. If those efforts fail
repeatedly, we have to comply with Kansas law to recover those debts.”
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KDOR's responsibility to recover delinquent taxes not only ensures fairness for individuals and
business owners who do pay their taxes, but also ensures that money is lawfully collected to
fund state and local programs on which Kansans depend. These programs include education,
highways, public safety, and human services.

Employees of the Twin Lakes tax office are housed behind two secure doors. Visitors may be
granted access from the outside by being buzzed in after requesting to see an employee. Often,
taxpayers in delinquent status will come to the office to visit with their tax agent and meet with
them in the foyer of the building. KDOR is undertaking an agency-wide review of security
procedures and policies in place.

For the last six months, the agency has been in the process of delivering active shooter training
to all employees.

Counseling resources are being provided to all KDOR employees.





